[bookmark: _Toc32786746]Character of a Missionary:
When God first called for missionaries, In the New Testament, God demanded the top two men in the church as missionary preachers.  While they were gone, and possibly afterwards, the men who were considered to be ‘second string’ had to move up and improve so that they could take over the positions of Paul and Barnabas.  In addition, there were others who went on that trip, such as John Mark, who was not spiritually mature enough, at that time, and “departed from them from Pamphylia, and went not with them to the work” (Acts 15:38).  The point being that true missionaries must be spiritually mature enough to handle whatever comes at them when they do not have the support of their church near-by.
Next, many preachers brag about their “call”.  However, all saved are “called to be saints” (Romans 1:7; 1Corinthians 1:2; Ephesians 1:18).  In addition, Matthew 22:14 says: “For many are called, but few are chosen.”  Therefore, it is not the “call” that is important but being “chosen”.  With that in mind, people can, and should, go on short-term mission trips before becoming a full-time missionary in order to get experience.  The church may send people out but God will not “choose” someone who is not qualified.
Next, as already mentioned, John Mark went as a missionary before he was qualified.  That was why he turned back.  Now, if people will ignore all of the doctrinal error taught about deacons and church staff, such as trustees, and study what the Bible actually says is the job of deacon and staff (see Philemon), they will see that there is an absolute division of labor given by God.  The pastor is to be in complete control of spiritual matters, and have spiritual oversight of physical matters, but the deacons and staff are to be responsible for the4 physical matters.  Therefore, as a matter of training, non-preacher missionaries should have some experience in a staff position before going to the mission field as a full-time missionary.  This is because some things are only learned through personal experience.  In addition, the Biblical requirements for a deacon (1Timothy 3) should be used as guidelines for all church staff positions since deacons and church staff both deal with the physical aspects of the church.  In addition, the spiritual attitude taught in Philemon should also be taught to deacons, church staff and all missionaries.
Next, Ephesians 4:11-12 says: “And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ”.  (Our sentence continues on with more reasons but we will only consider this part of the sentence and the reader can verify that what is written here fits within the context of this Bible reference.)  The “some”, of this sentence, is some churches.  In addition, the phrase “pastors and teachers” is one person with two jobs, according to the punctuation and his main job is “the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry”.  That is: the “pastor and teacher” is to cause God’s saved people to spiritually mature completely (“the perfecting of the saints”) so that God can use them in the mission field (“for the work of the ministry”).  No one can teach what they do not know.  Therefore, the “pastor and teacher” needs to make the following part of their personal character so that they can teach it to the church members.  One of the main reasons why America is turning their back on God, and calling home more missionaries than they are sending out, is that the pastors of many (most?) churches in America do not have the character that is described in this section.  The pastors need to be sure that they personally have this character so that they can teach it to their members like God calls them to do.
[bookmark: _Toc32786747]Disciple:
“Now they which were scattered abroad upon the persecution that arose about Stephen travelled as far as Phenice, and Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the word to none but unto the Jews only.” (Acts 11:19)
The first mission church was not started by missionaries sent out by the home church.  It was started by God sending out disciples.  God brought persecution upon the church since they refused to fully obey the ‘Great Commission’ and take the Gospel to “all the world” (Mark 16:15); “all nations”(Matthew 28:19); “and unto the uttermost part of the earth.” (Acts 1:8).   When we refuse to obey, God still accomplishes His purpose but we are disciplined instead of being blessed.
They were driven away from their home and their church but not from their disciplined personal relationship with Jesus Christ (”they which were scattered abroad…travelled…preaching the word”).  They did not let persecution nor anything else separate them from their personal disciplined lifestyle.
They went “preaching the word” even though they were not preachers.  They were soul-winners who represented Jesus Christ and His message regardless of place or circumstances.
They did as they were taught in their home church (“preaching the word to none but unto the Jews only”).  They kept the teaching of their home church and honestly represented it without compromising with the local Gentile culture.  These people would have submitted to their pastor even when they thought the pastor was wrong so long as the pastor was not telling them to violate the clear teaching of the Bible.
“And some of them were men of Cyprus and Cyrene, which, when they were come to Antioch, spake unto the Grecians, preaching the Lord Jesus.” (Acts 11:20)
The” Grecians” were Greek speaking Jews.  They were not as tied into the religious traditions of the Jews as the Jews in Jerusalem.  In addition, many of them had married Gentiles.  Therefore, when they “spake unto the Grecians, preaching the Lord Jesus”, the Gentile members of their families would also have heard and believed.  Thus, God brought Gentiles into the group of believers at Antioch.  In addition, Acts 11:1-18 tells us that, even in Jerusalem, the Jews had to “glorify God, saying, Then hath God also to the Gentiles granted repentance unto life”.  Thus, they were not going against anything that God had revealed.  Yes, they were going against Jewish traditions but were following the revealed will of God.
When these people saw evidence of God changing the doctrine of their home church then they accepted the change from God.  However, until God showed them differently, they stayed loyal to the doctrine of their home church because they started out “preaching the word to none but unto the Jews only”.  Thus, we see that missionaries are to stick to the doctrine of their home church until God clearly shows them a change which leads to more souls being saved and more glory being given to God.  That is what is reported in the next sentence of Acts.
Please notice that the basic doctrine of the gospel was not changed.  Only the application was changed.  The Jews, in the Jerusalem Church, said that the gospel was to be applied to “Jews only”.  They applied the gospel to all men like God truly wanted.  One historical problem is that sending churches try to have missionaries preach their home religious practices along with the basic gospel.  However, the basic reference in the word of God, for missionaries, is 1Corinthians 9:18-23 which contains (not complete quote) “I am made all things to all men, that I might by all means save some.”  The basic gospel is to be the same everywhere but the missionary is to adapt to the local culture in the application of the gospel.
We later see that God destroyed the Jerusalem Church and killed “many thousands of Jews there are which believe” of Jews who were “all zealous of the law” and refused to let God change their doctrine and practices (Acts 21:20-22).  All true representatives of God are to let God control their doctrine.
 “And the hand of the Lord was with them: and a great number believed, and turned unto the Lord.” (Acts 11:21).
Notice that our sentence starts with the word “And”, which means it is added to the prior sentence and is a direct consequence of the prior sentence.
They verified the change with evidence from God that God authorized the change in doctrine.  That is: a change from “preaching the word to none but unto the Jews only” to “preaching the word to” everyone.  Nothing short of an act of God was allowed to change their doctrine.
“Then tidings of these things came unto the ears of the church which was in Jerusalem: and they sent forth Barnabas, that he should go as far as Antioch.” (Acts 11:22).
The home church heard what was happening.  The home church has a responsibility to keep up with what happens in the lives of church members who travel from their home church but do not join another church of like faith.
The group that was meeting in Antioch submitted to the will of the home church and accepted Barnabas as their local pastor.  Until a mission work organizes as an independent church, it is under the authority and control of the mother church.
“Who, when he came, and had seen the grace of God, was glad, and exhorted them all, that with purpose of heart they would cleave unto the Lord.”  (Acts 11:23).
At this point, this mission work would have non-Jews as members.  The mother church in Jerusalem had to acknowledge that God saved Gentiles, but that did not mean that they had accepted those Gentiles into their church.  What we see here is what is often true in a mission work.  The cultural differences can force differences in the practices and worship and we are to allow those differences so long as the basic doctrine to the true Gospel are kept and so long as those changes bring more glory to God.  Cultural differences which allow sin, such as we read about in 1Cortinthians, are to be rejected.
Notice that Barnabas “had seen the grace of God”.  This is why he did not object to the Gentile believers, even though it went against the doctrine of his home church.
Also, he “was glad, and exhorted them all, that with purpose of heart they would cleave unto the Lord”.  He told them to stick to what is literally written in the Bible as the law of the “Lord” and did not require them to keep the religious traditions which were added by men within the Jewish culture.
“For he was a good man, and full of the Holy Ghost and of faith: and much people was added unto the Lord.” (Acts 11:24).  Barnabas proved the type of preacher and pastor he was by letting “the Holy Ghost and of faith” dictate the doctrine taught in the church instead of sticking strictly to religious traditions.
[bookmark: _Toc32786748]Maturing from Disciple to Christian:
“Then departed Barnabas to Tarsus, for to seek Saul:  And when he (Barnabas) had found him (Paul), he brought him unto Antioch. And it came to pass, that a whole year they assembled themselves with the church, and taught much people. And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch.” (Acts 11:25-26)
a. Barnabas brought in Paul to teach even though the teaching of Paul had caused riots in Jewish cities.  The riots were because the teaching of Paul was based upon what scripture actually said even though it went against Jewish traditions.  Barnabas had enough sense to realize that this church with mixed membership and with traditions which already went against Jewish traditions would not object to true Bible teaching which went against the Jewish traditions.  Earlier in our account we already read how Barnabas was “full of the Holy Ghost and of faith”.  He had already accepted that God was doing things in this church which were different from his home church.  A modern example is that God is working in some Filipino churches differently from how American churches work and God is blessing the Filipino churches far more than American churches which are stuck on their religious traditions.
b. Look at where our reference says: “And it came to pass, that a whole year they assembled themselves with the church, and taught much people”.  Teaching takes time and a plan.  They were not looking for instant results but were looking for quality results which would last.
c. This church was started by “disciples” and it was “disciples were called Christians first” and that was “in Antioch”.  There had been thousands and thousands to people saved in Jerusalem but the saved in Jerusalem were not called “Christians”.  Acts 4:13 says: “Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were unlearned and ignorant men, they marvelled; and they took knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus.”  Like Peter and John, the saved in Antioch acted “ignorant” of the traditions which would normally identify them as Jews.  The saved did not differentiate between saved Jew and saved Gentile within the church.
d. This was the church that God used to send out the first missionary team from.  In Acts 8 we read about Samaritans being saved but no effort was made to reach more of the Samaritans with the Gospel from the church in Jerusalem.  In Acts 10 we read about Gentiles being saved and “they of the circumcision which believed were astonished”, but no effort was made to reach more Gentiles with the Gospel from the church in Jerusalem.  What we see here is that the attitude of the home church determines if God sends missionaries from it or not.  Antioch was full of disciples who learned to live a life like Christ and God used it to train and send missionaries.  Jerusalem had “many thousands of Jews there are which believe; and they are all zealous of the law” (Acts 21:20), which was their religious traditions.  Because of the difference in attitude towards the word of God, as opposed to religious traditions, the Jerusalem church was destroyed and “many thousands” killed while the church at Antioch expanded their ministry and their doctrine is the basis of true Bible doctrine even today.
e. These believers didn’t just make a profession.  They didn’t just get baptized and go to church on Sunday.  They had a personal disciplined Bible Study and prayer life.  When they moved to another country, they continued their own personal disciplined life of prayer and Bible study.  Therefore, the Bible still called them “disciples” even after they left their home church, their home country, their home culture, their home language and much more.  What they kept was their personal relationship with God which was displayed in their every-day life.
[bookmark: _Toc32786749]True Steward: 
A “steward” is: ‘a person employed by another to manage the affairs of the employer in the manner dictated by the employer and for the good and profit of the employer’.  We are all called to be stewards of the things which God gives to us because He only gives them while we are in this physical reality and must answer to God for our stewardship when we face Him in judgment.  Missionaries must be spiritually mature in this area or they will be tempted into sin by the many temptations which are different from their home culture and by the appearance of ‘no one is watching’.
1. A true steward realizes what is most important to his master and what is less important.   1Corinthians 4:1-2 says: “Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God. Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.”  Most often we hear this second verse quoted without the first verse and people go on to preach about being a financial steward.  However, the true context is being “the ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God”.  The “mysteries of God” are the truths of God’s word which have been hid from most people in the world.  The missionary must have an attitude that his primary responsibility in life is to be “faithful” as they handle “the mysteries of God”.
a. 1Peter 4:10-11 says: “As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man minister, let him do it as of the ability which God giveth: that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.”
b. The ‘Great Commission’ is the primary marching orders for all saved but especially for every missionary.  The “ye” in Matthew 28:18-20, Mark 16:15-20 and Acts 1:8 makes this a personal command to every saved person.  Every saved person has been given access to “the mysteries of God” when they received the indwelling Holy Spirit.  While new-born babies don’t realize the responsibilities that come with life, that realization comes with maturity.  This is true with physical maturity and spiritual maturity.  The job of every church is to bring God’s saved people to spiritual maturity so that they can be sent out into the world as “stewards of the mysteries of God”.  One true measure of a church’s success is not what they have in this world but how many true missionaries they send into God’s service.
c. The ‘Great Commission’ gives us three basic actions to do.
I. “preach”: This is encouraging people to obey the commands of God.  This is not preaching the doctrines of our religion but is a command to “preach the gospel to every creature”.  The primary job of a missionary is to tell people their need to be saved and how to be saved.  It is not to argue doctrine with people who teach doctrinal error but is to go into “the regions beyond” and take the “good news” to people who have hot heard.
II. “teach”: This verb is used twice, while “preach” is used once.  This tells us that we should do twice as much “teaching” as we do “preaching”.  In addition, we are told to “teach” two different things to two different groups of people.  We are to “teach all nations” basic truths such as creation, our sin nature and other things which results in our “baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost”.  This is outreach ministries such as Vacation Bible School, Bible clubs, School Ministries and such like.  However, after they are saved and join the church then we are to be “Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you”.  This is Sunday School, Bible School and other classes designed to turn church members into spiritual adults and leaders that God can send into the mission field.
III. “be witnesses”: People can argue doctrine with you but it is hard for people to argue about how Jesus Christ changed your personal life, especially if you have evidence of how you were before God’s change and how your were changed by God.  Look at the recorded testimony of Paul for an example.
2. The ‘Great Commission’ tells us to “Go ye into all the world”.  I have repeatedly given Bible references and testimony about how God blesses people who will go to the foreign field to be a missionary and how God blesses them more than people who stay home.  While I could give more details on this point, I will move on, at this time.
a. A true steward realizes where his true riches are.  Luke 16:10-13 says: “He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much: and he that is unjust in the least is unjust also in much. If therefore ye have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your trust the true riches? And if ye have not been faithful in that which is another man's, who shall give you that which is your own? No servant can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.”
i. As our quote teaches, what we have here in this physical life does not belong to us but belongs to God.  If we are trustworthy and handle the riches of this world to bring God the greatest spiritual profit, then God will give us true riches in the 1,000 years reign of Christ.  That is one of the main lessons of the ‘Parable of the Pounds’ and of the ‘Parable of the Talents’ where people received rewards in proportion to the amount of spiritual profit they returned to God.
ii. The ‘Parable of the rich Fool’ (Luke 12:16-21) ends with: “So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.”
iii. There are several other Bible lessons which can be quoted but one missionary martyr put it clearly when he said: ’He is no fool who gives what he can not keep in order to gain what he can not lose’.

b. Biblical examples:
i. In Romans 16:1-2 we read about Phebe and that the church in Rome was to “receive her in the Lord, as becometh saints, and that ye assist her in whatsoever business she hath need of you”.  Her business was to earn money and to use it to help preachers with their physical needs (“for she hath been a succourer of many, and of myself also”).  Since she was “a servant of the church which is at Cenchrea”, she gave over ½ of her income to toe church.  IF ½ or more went to herself then she would have been a servant of herself.
ii. 2Corinthians 11:9 tells us that the poor farmers from Macedonia moved to Corinth for the expressed purpose of getting jobs and supporting the physical needs of Paul as he started that church.  This is something that every preacher should encourage their non-preacher members to pray about doing with our foreign missionaries.
iii. 2Corinthians 8:18-21 tells us about a “brother” who was chosen to carry the collection from several churches to Jerusalem.  When I was working, I had a special clearance from the FBI and it was required for my job because I could transfer hundreds of millions of dollars to an offshore account.  A popular message outline is: ‘The three sins of a Pastor are Moral, Money or Maidens”.  These three tempt everyone.  We already dealt with “doctrines of devils” (1Timothy 4:1), which is the source of moral sins.  The solution is to maintain our ongoing personal relationship with Christ, which is our discipleship.  We are dealing with the temptation of money, which is dealt with by maintaining the realization that everything in this world will be left behind and true riches are only those we put into our Heavenly account before we die.  Our next point tells us how to avoid sexual sins, which they call maidens.  This point is telling us how this missionary brother could be trusted to carry a great deal of money to Jerusalem when it would be easy for him to disappear with the money on the way.  However, he demonstrated the character attribute that all missionaries are to have and that is a true realization of what true riches are and where they are kept and the realization that the riches of this world are temporary
c. What the Bible calls “true riches”:
i. God’s grace (Romans 10:12; Ephesians 1:7; Ephesians 2:7).
ii. God’s service (Matthew 27:57-60).
iii. God’s goodness (Romans 2:4).
iv. God’s glory (Romans 9:23; Ephesians 3:16; Philippians 4:19).


v. God’s salvation (Romans 11:12).
vi. God’s wisdom and understanding and knowledge (Romans 11:33; Ephesians 1:18; Colossians 2:2).
vii. God’s liberality (2Corinthians 8:1-5).
viii. God’s love in us (2Corinthians 8:8-9).
ix. God’s mercy (Ephesians 2:4).
x. God’s riches in Christ (Ephesians 3:8; Colossians 1:27; Hebrews 11:26).
xi. Being humbled by God (James 1:9-11).
xii. God’s faith (James 2:5-6).
xiii. Our testimony before God (Revelation 2:9).
d. What the Bible says is the result of Earthly riches:
i. In the ‘Parable of the Sower’ we read: “the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he becometh unfruitful” (Matthew 13:22; Mark 4:19; Luke 8:14).  Also, 1Corinthians 4:8-13 teaches the same lesson with different words.
ii. When the rich man chose Earthly riches over following Jesus, He said: “Verily I say unto you, That a rich man shall hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven. And again I say unto you, It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God.” (Matthew 19:23-25; Mark 10:24-25;p Luke 18:24-25).
iii. People think they are giving to God when they are increasing their own Earthly pride (Mark 12:41-44; Luke 21:1-4).
iv. “But woe unto you that are rich! for ye have received your consolation.” (Luke 6:24).
v. The ‘Parable of the Rich Fool’ (Luke 12:16-21).
vi. They deceive us (Revelation 3:14-18; Revelation 18:3, 15-19).
vii. They condemn us (Revelation 6:15).
viii. They lead us into doctrinal error (Revelation 13:16).
ix.  Luke 16:10-13 tells us that we can not seek the riches of this world and the eternal riches of Heaven at the same time.  The riches of this world can (not must) rob us of eternal riches.  (Consider Zacchaeus in Luke 19.)  Luke 16:19-31 gives the account of the rich man and Lazarus after they died and this account shows us the truth of the teaching earlier in the chapter.
x. Many temptations and snares (1Timothy 6:9) including being “highminded”. (1Timothy 6:17) but we are commanded to use the riches of this world to: “do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing to communicate; Laying up in store for themselves a good foundation against the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life” 1Timothy 6:18-19).
xi. They “corrupt” us (James 5:1-6).

[bookmark: _Toc32786750]Faithful:
One of the most important character traits that a saved person must have, before they become a missionary, is that they must be faithful.  Part of being faithful is being reliable.  In order for this to happen the person must be full of faith in all circumstances and at all times.  Failure in certain circumstances or at certain times is what makes someone unreliable.  A Biblical example is John Mark who went to the mission field before he was spiritually mature enough.  He left early and caused a fight so strong, between Paul and Barnabas, that they went separate ways when it was time for their second missionary journey.  That said, we need to consider what the New Testament tells us about being “faithful”.
1. The Word Studies on ljc1611kjv.com have several notes on the words “faith” and “faithful” which should be considered.
2. The note for Hebrews 3:1 tells us that “Christ Jesus” is “the Apostle and High Priest of our profession” and our example of what it means to be “faithful”.
· That chapter gives us detailed instructions on how we are to be “faithful”.  In addition, the chapter continues and compares Him to “Moses”, who was considered to be the most “faithful” of religious people.  The message is that we will be more “faithful” is we follow “Christ Jesus” than if we follow any other religious man.
· In addition, this reference uses “Christ Jesus” to let us know that all saved can follow His example, and received the blessings attached to doing so, but it requires spiritual maturing before those blessings are obtained and the more spiritual maturing a person does the more blessings which they receive.
3. The note for Colossians 1:1 has definitions from several dictionaries which differ from one another and can lead to doctrinal error.  For example, the Morrish Bible Dictionary definition includes: 'being true to oneself, to one's nature’.  However, the true Biblical meaning is true to God and not to our own sinful nature.  Thus, we need to be careful about taking the world’s definitions for Biblical words.
· Webster's 1828 dictionary defines faithful as: 'a.  1.  Firm in adherence to the truth and to the duties of religion.  Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.  Rev.  2.  2.  Firmly adhering to duty; of true fidelity; loyal; true to allegiance; as a faithful subject.  3.  constant in the performance of duties or services; exact in attending to commands; as a faithful servant.  4.  Observant of compact, treaties, contracts, vows or other engagements; true to one's word.  A government should be faithful to its treaties; individuals, to their word.  5.  True; exact; in conformity to the letter and spirit; as a faithful execution of a will.  6.  True to the marriage covenant; as a faithful wife or husband.  7.  Conformable to truth; as a faithful narrative or representation.  8.  Constant; not fickle; as a faithful lover or friend.  9.  True; worthy of belief.  2Tim.  2'.
· Easton's Bible Dictionary defines faithful as: 'as a designation of Christians, means full of faith, trustful, and not simply trustworthy (Ac 10:45; 16:1; 2Co 6:15; Col 1:2; 1Ti 4:3,12; 5:16; 6:2; Tit 1:6; Eph 1:1; 1Co 4:17, etc.).  It is used also of God's word or covenant as true and to be trusted (Ps 119:86,138; Isa 25:1; 1Ti 1:15; Re 21:5; 22:6, etc.)'.
· The Morrish Bible Dictionary defines faithful as: 'This word in both the O.T.  and the N.T.  is from the same root as 'faith.' It is being true to oneself, to one's nature, to any promise given, and to any trust committed.  It is in various connections often applied to God Himself.  De 7:9; Isa 49:7; 1Co 1:9; 10:13; 1Th 5:24; 2Ti 2:13; Heb 10:23; 1Pe 4:19; 1Jo 1:9.  The Lord Jesus also is faithful.  He is 'a faithful high priest' and 'a faithful and true witness.' 2Th 3:3; Heb 2:17; Re 1:5; 3:14; 19:11.  The commandments and testimonies of God are called faithful.  Ps 119:86,138.  The words of the gospel are also faithful: the promises attached thereto will unquestionably be fulfilled.  1Ti 1:15; 4:9; 2Ti 2:11; Tit 3:8; Re 21:5.  Christians are exhorted to be faithful as stewards to any trust committed to them, and faithful as witnesses to an absent Lord.  "Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life." Re 2:10'.
4. The note for Titus 1:1 gives us the true Biblical definition for the word “faith”, which is: “an action word that is based upon a belief in a promise found within the Bible with the action dictated by the Bible and the understanding that our action does not force God to act nor determines when or how God acts but proves that of our own free will we are giving God permission to act in and through our life to do what He promised within His Word”.  That note also explains that the saved are to have the “common faith”, which is “the faith of God’s elect”.
5. Several other notes tell us other things about our “faith” including:
· Romans 4 and James 2:21-LJC tell us about “Abraham's faith”.
· 2Timothy 1:2 tells us about the phrase “faith: unfeigned”.
· Romans 10:11 tells us about the phrase “faith makes us not ashamed”.
· Ephesians 1:3-6 tells us about the phrase “just shall live by faith”.
· Romans 3:29-30 tell us about the phrase “justification by faith”.
· Romans 3:27 tell us about “Law and faith”.
· Romans 9:30 tell us about “live / walk by faith”.
· James 2:14 gives us links to every verse in the New Testament where the words “faith” and “works” contained within the same verse.

There is a lot of doctrine which is explained in the notes, on ljc1611kjv.com, for the verses referenced.  Please see those notes for more details on this critical character trait.



[bookmark: _Toc524935523][bookmark: _Toc32786751]Orphanage Ministry:
2 Corinthians 9:9-10 (As it is written, He hath dispersed abroad; he hath given to the poor: his righteousness remaineth for ever. Now he that ministereth seed to the sower both minister bread for your food, and multiply your seed sown, and increase the fruits of your righteousness;)
Think about the verse above.  By raising orphans in a country where they do not know the Bible, you not only can lead the orphans to salvation but you can also turn them into “sowers”.  God visits the blessings and the cursing of the fathers unto the third and fourth generation.  This Bible reference is God’s ‘multi-level marketing plan’.  You “multiply your seed sown” because God gives you some credit for every soul won by a soul winner (“sower”) that you train.  When you go to where the Bible is not known, and provide for orphans who are abandoned and left to live on the street, you can train up many soul winners (“sowers”).
In general, governments are supposed to take care of their poor, especially children without adults to take care of them.  Having lots of orphans living on the streets doesn’t make the government leaders look good to their peers.  Having someone help with that problem, especially if the people dealing with the problem avoid criticizing the government, can help government officials with their image.  This then avoids problems with the government and can even result in receiving help from the government.  Thus, if missionaries truly obey the Bible about government officials, such as praying for their salvation and sanctification, and if they truly concentrate on helping the orphans, they should be able to minister with a minimum of government sponsored problems.
The following comes from a book on a preacher, named George Muller, who had a ministry that provided for abandoned orphans.  In addition, I personally know two current real-world missionaries who are currently running orphanages using the plan mentioned above.  Now, all of these are preacher missionaries.  However, being a preacher is not a requirement.  The only true requirements are being spiritually mature; having an effective prayer life; having a husband-wife team who feel called to raise orphans to know, love and serve the Lord; and having a willingness to go to a foreign land in order to do the ministry.  So, yes, these examples come from preachers.  But, no, being a preacher is not a requirement.
A. Why an orphanage:
There are several cultures in the world where the people know nothing about the Bible and nothing about Jesus Christ.  Reaching people in these cultures can be very difficult for several reasons.  First is the fact that, since they know nothing about the Bible and nothing about Jesus Christ, a soul winner cannot use the normal presentation of the Gospel which includes quoting scripture.  In those situations, the Bible is considered to be ‘just another book’ and less reliable than their local religious leader and local religious traditions.  The soul-winner must use the “gospel of God”, which presents the truth of the Gospel using the witness of nature and the reasoning methods which God made true for all of the Earth, such as the laws of math and the true methods of righteous judgment.  
Unfortunately, many people don’t know those reasoning methods and many more have been taught wrong ways to think.  Further, they have been taught lies from devils, and superstitions and philosophies, which fight against the truths from God.  Therefore, even showing them the true witness from nature, is not enough and while it can be done, reaching people in these circumstances can be very difficult and can require a long time.  However, children have not already been taught these wrong ways of thinking.  Therefore, such ways of thinking do not have to be overcome with children, especially with street orphans.  Without that barrier, it becomes easier to teach them true Biblical ways of thinking.

In addition to that advantage, someone running an orphanage, and helping with a real social problem, has less suspicion for their additional children ministries such as Sunday School and English classes.  There is always some suspicion of foreigners, especially those who deal with children.  However, having an orphanage as a basis can elevate those natural suspicions.  In addition, as already mentioned, it can be easier to reach into a different culture through ministering to children and their families, than by using other means.
Finally, there are international charity organizations which will help fund ministries which help poor children.  Missionaries need to be careful which organizations they associate with, but there are organizations, such as Compassion International, which like to work with churches so long as they get real reports of children helped with things like medical, dental, education, and more.
Now consider, in many third-world cultures, these children have been abandoned by their society.  Therefore, someone who provides for their worldly needs can also win their loyalty.  By providing for their very real needs, and by showing them God’s love, these children can be reached for Christ, and their loyalty turned to God, a lot easier than trying to reach older people who have learned how to survive in their society and have a vested interest in maintaining those survival methods.
Next, in addition to avoiding fighting existing ways of thinking, and wrong ways to survive, pursuing children allows raising them in the culture of the Bible, along with their home culture, and allows the children to understand how the Bible, and a personal relationship with Jesus Christ, fits into every culture.  Face the truth.  Any time we go to a different culture we will always be a foreigner.  However, the orphans raised in their own culture are not strangers and foreigners.  They do not receive the automatic suspicion which all strangers and foreigners receive.  Therefore, after becoming adults, orphans are far more effective witnesses, and missionaries, to their home country and culture, than foreign missionaries are.
Next, in many of these countries and cultures, the street orphans are considered to be a burden which the society knows that they are responsible for providing for, but which they do not want to do and, usually, claim that they cannot provide for.  Thus, the people setting up an orphanage, especially an orphanage which educates the children and teaches them to be good citizens, is considered to be a help to the society and not a burden.  If the people running the orphanage are obeying the Bible and being submissive and respectful to the local government, regardless of how they feel about the government, they will get the support of the local government.  For example, the preacher who was in charge of a mission team, that went to China as soon as the country allowed, testified about a government official protecting them from another, corrupt, government official.  They were teaching Chinese people English using the Bible as their text book.  The corrupt official was devil-motivated and objected to the use of the Bible and to their refusal to pay him bribes.  The good official only cared that his people were learning English and could be more effective in the labor market which was increasingly demanding knowledge of English since it was the trade language of the world.  This is only one, of several testimonies, where government officials protected a ministry which was actually helping the citizens and was not charging the government for the help which they provided.
Now, I could go on but it should be obvious.  Yes, raising orphans in a true Christian culture, within another culture, will initially take longer than trying to reach adults.  However, once raised, the orphans should produce results for God which exceed the results of starting a church by pursuing adults, especially in a culture that knows nothing about the Bible.  This is something which Godly couples should prayerfully consider if they are willing to become missionaries so that they can obey the ‘Great Commission’ and go to “all nations” / “all the world”.
B. What are the requirements:
1. Personal spiritual maturity and true commitment to the ministry.
The story about George Muller starts with the account of his being a rebellious lost boy who was a thief and liar.  He then went to school to become a Lutheran Pastor, even while living a wild life.  Then a friend asked him to a Bible meeting where he met a pretty lady.  After that he became convicted and was truly saved.  His life changed and he stopped gambling, drinking partying and defrauding others.  He started reading his Bible, praying and talking to others about the Bible.  Then he was called to be a missionary.  With that, his girlfriend left him because he wouldn’t be a respected rich Lutheran pastor but a poor missionary.  Then his friends abandoned him.  Then his dad disowned him for the same reason and cut him off from financial support.  With no money and no prospects for money, and debts coming in, he did what he had never done before and prayed to God for his need.  Soon after, on the same day, he was offered a job helping visiting divinity professors from America.  He was to teach them German.  What we see here is a true conversion with a willingness to accept loss in this world and live for God and trust God for his physical needs.  While the details will differ for each person, all who would serve God, especially any who would be missionaries, must have a similar true conversion and changed life-style.  All must learn to completely trust God for their needs in this world.

The next thing that George learned was to always thank God as soon as he realized that God had blessed him.  A thankful heart is required to continue receiving blessings from God.  After that, the story continues with several accounts which caused him to mature his faith and pray for his needs more and minister in different ways to those around him.  These experiences included a sickness that almost killed him, but turned out to be a blessing in disguise.  Part of our spiritual maturing is to learn to trust God even when things seem to go wrong.

One thing that a missionary needs is a wide variety of ministry experiences, especially if he is going to work in an orphanage.  Different children have different interests in life and the adult guide need to be able to help them along whatever path God puts them on so that the children learn to walk with God along their own life path.

As George continued to mature spiritually, he learned about men who went to the mission field without backing of a society (Mission Board) nor with financial support but who trusted God for all of their needs.  Eventually, he felt the need to leave the program he was in which provided for his physical needs while preparing him to be a missionary in their program.  This was when he sought to serve God with no physical support and God honored his decision.  Now, I understand that few people can do this.  However, one thing to remember is the doctrine behind Proverbs 22:7, which says: “The rich ruleth over the poor, and the borrower is servant to the lender.”.  When we accept financial support from others, they feel, to some extent rightly, that they can tell us what doctrine we should be preaching.  When we completely trust God for our physical needs, we concentrate on preaching what God wants preached.  That said, I have been a self-supporting missionary for 9 years, as of this writing, and rely only on Social Security benefits.  Therefore, I have personal experience to back my writing.

The story, of George Muller, continues with his finding a wife and with them learning, together, to trust God for all of their needs.  This type of trust can be especially hard for wives and the marriage relationship has a major effect upon the ministry.  This is especially true for running an orphanage where it is critical to have a mother and a father figure for the children and for them to be united in the ministry.  Thus, it is important that the missionary couple agree to live a life of trusting God and that neither be “unequally yoked together with unbelievers” (2Corinthians 6:14).  Please note that that Bible reference is not speaking about marrying a lost person but avoiding marriage to a saved person who does not have, and refuses to obtain, the same level of belief in the promises of God.

As the story continues, we read that George, and his wife, were called to leave a secure pastorate and move to another city where he would become a pastor with no salary.  George had married a sister to a dentist who left his practice to become a foreign missionary with no support other than God’s provision.  After they were married George had told his wife the first, of several, times that they would be going somewhere to minister and would have no support other than God.  When she objected, he reminded her of her brother.  She claimed that her brother was a foreign missionary, and George reminded her that she had married a foreign missionary.  (He was from Prussia and in England.)  These types of requirements for faith are why the couple need to be matched in their faith.

One thing to remember is that God delights in rewarding true faith in Him, after we pass the test.  We must always be ready for the test but we must also remember that great rewards from God only go to those saved people who truly exercise great faith.

Another lesson is that good is the enemy of best.  When the devil knows that God is about to give someone their best chance for blessings, Satan will quickly get them a good offer that arrives just before the best offer.  In addition, the good offer will often look better than the best offer.  George and his friend were sent a check for a lot of money to pay their way to go to a foreign country as missionaries.  In addition, they were promised a lot more money when they got there.  Then, the same day but later, George met one of the homeless orphans created by a plague that had cone through the country and city killing many parents and making many orphans.  Now, think if you were in that position with your wife just having delivered your first child.  The ministry position that you had been praying for with lots of promise of excitement and a good salary, or start caring for street orphans with no support, not even from the government.  Really consider which you would have chosen.   Only someone who truly believed that God would provide and reward would have chosen the homeless orphan as his ministry.

What both George Muller and Hudson Taylor had in common was a deep faith and a strong prayer life.  They both quit receiving financial support from other people and trusted God exclusively for their needs.  They both refused to participate in non-Biblical financial means such as borrowing money or accepting money from lost or carnal people.  Both refused help from Christian organizations which used these non-Biblical methods.

When George had started a work for God, but it seemed to not be going anywhere and he started to doubt if he properly understood God’s will, he prayed very specifically for a particular sign which would assure him.  He prayed for a specific amount to use to pay for Bibles to give away.  This is different from what most people do when they ‘put out a fleece’.  He was not asking for a sign before he started but was asking for assurance after starting and doing all that he could but appearing as if no help was coming from God.  He was not doubting God but was doubting his own understanding of God’s will in a ministry that there was no direct scriptural support for but which only had indirect scriptural support.  But, when he received the exact small amount that he had prayed for, and was assured by the giver that he could use the money however he wanted, but the user had thought to use it for Bibles to give away, George was assured that he understood God’s purpose in the new ministry.  The lesson is that we are to not doubt God but can ask for assurance of our understanding of God’s purpose in our life.

Once George and his wife passed the test of time, God open the floodgates and support poured in for the ministry that God had given to them.  We must always remember that there will be a test so that we, and those watching us, will be assured that it was God providing for the ministry and that the ministry was not something that we did in the power of our flesh.

One of the things that can be easily overlooked is the requirement to keep accurate financial records.  Governments will often audit a ministry after it has been going for a few years and use various reasons for doing so.  Without accurate financial records, the ministry can have lots of problems with the government.  However, governments can not argue with accurate financial records.  This is especially true when support comes from another country.  Criminals will set up fake charities in order to hide their moving finances to another country from where they are doing illegal activities.  Governments look closely at the financial records of true ministries which receive international support because of this.  However, with accurate financial records, not only can the ministry assure the local government, but they can also get support from other governments to end harassment from local corrupt government officials since valid governments, and valid government officials, tend to support valid charities and ministries and also tend to object to obvious corrupt government activities.

Another important record to keep is answered prayers.  It becomes easy to overlook how God answers our prayers, especially when it seems as if God stops answering prayers and the devil is trying to convince us that God has turned His back on us.  When we record our prayers, and when God answers them, we have a record to encourage us and to use to dispute the devil.  It also becomes a witness to others.

One thing to keep in mind is that this life is full of tests.  They are designed by God to remind us of our dependence upon Him and to cause us to draw closer to God.  However, Satan also uses these tests, and the desires of our flesh and the corrupt thinking of the world, to try and cause us to question God and God’s motives.  God sometimes gives us understanding after we pass the test and God sometimes withholds true understanding until we get to Heaven.  However, with or without understanding and regardless of circumstances and events in life, we are to remain faithful to God and trust his character and love.  Remember the martyrs and their families.  Therefore, this also is a test that we must pass.

One ongoing test, in many different forms, that George Muller had was finances.  More than anything else, money tempts us to trust anything but God and sticking exactly to the financial principals that God teaches us.  For example, when George had to pray daily for enough money to feed the orphans, he received a check for a lot of money which was designated for another ministry.  He put the money where it was designated and did not ask the donor to use it for food for the orphans.  In a related example, I heard about a Filipino missionary whose wife became sick and had to go to the hospital.  Then he received money to help build his church building.  He used the money for his wife’s hospital bill without asking the donor of the funds.  When the donor heard the different use of funds, he became mad and stopped supporting the missionary.  We need to remember that other people, especially people that God gives money to, do not think about the money, and the associated responsibility for it, the same way as missionaries who need funds.  Each person is in a different position in life and each must personally answer to God for what God gives to them.  Therefore, if someone thinks about money differently than we do they are not necessarily wrong.

Another time, George Muller received a large donation from a woman whom he knew was in debt.  Even though he did not have money to feed the orphans, he returned the money and told her to pay her debtors.  Later that day he received other funds to feed the children.  Likewise, Hudson Taylor is reported to have stopped receiving support from the Mission Board (Society) that had been supporting his ministry, and separated from them, because they were borrowing money to support missionaries instead of trusting God for the needs.  Along with this principal, we read, in the Gospels, that when devils identified Jesus as the Son of God, He ordered them to shut up.  Jesus refused to be associated with devils even when they were telling the truth and the truth would seem to help His ministry.  From these lessons we learn that we need to be careful about whom we associate with and the types of people and organizations which we receive support from.  A wrong association can cut us off from the blessings of God because He wants His testimony to be pure.

Look at the church of Ephesus.  In Revelation 2:4, Jesus has John write: “Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love.”  They were doing a lot of good ministry but Jesus was not happy with them.  If we read the Epistle to the Ephesians, we see that they were mixing doctrinal error with the truth of the “Gospel of Christ”.  This led to their personally (“thou”) “leaving thy (your personal) first love”.  Thus, we see a Bible epistle teaching us the same doctrine as was mentioned in the prior paragraph.  No matter how tempting, the missionary can never compromise of true Biblical doctrines which God has taught them.



2. A solid knowledge of true doctrine
Acts 18:24-26 says: “And a certain Jew named Apollos, born at Alexandria, an eloquent man, and mighty in the scriptures, came to Ephesus. This man was instructed in the way of the Lord; and being fervent in the spirit, he spake and taught diligently the things of the Lord, knowing only the baptism of John. And he began to speak boldly in the synagogue: whom when Aquila and Priscilla had heard, they took him unto them, and expounded unto him the way of God more perfectly.”

This Bible reference shows one of the problems that many missionary works have.  Here was a sincere, Biblically knowledgeable, and eloquent traveling evangelist who believed and spread doctrinal error.  He came from the Jerusalem Church, which was supposed to have the most knowledgeable preachers and teachers.  He came to the mission work, which had most people feeling ignorant compared to a preacher from the Jerusalem Church.  Likewise, many missionary works feel the same way, today, when a well-known preacher visits from America.  This is one reason why all of the doctrinal diversity found in America is spreading around the world.  The Bible tells us that we have “one Lord” (Mark 12:29; 1Corinthians 8:6; Ephesians 4:5).  Since our “Lord” make4s the laws that we are to follow, all saved people should be following the one set of laws from our “one Lord”.  Yet we have many different sets of religious laws from different ‘faiths’ which all claim to be ‘Christian’.  They even refuse the Biblical definition of a true “Christian”.  And we even have these doctrinal differences among preachers who all claim to be ‘good godly fundamental KJV only Baptist preachers’.  It should be obvious that most of them are holding onto their religious traditions, like the Pharisees and scribes did in the days of Jesus, and that they are not verifying their religious believe with a prayerful Holy Spirit directed search of the Bible.

For some reason, many do not truly think about what is written in Galatians 1:8-12, which says: “But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed. For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ. But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man. For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ.”  Think about this.  If you, as a preacher, teacher, missionary or even regular saved person; are passing on doctrinal error; you could bring God’s curse upon yourself and all of your family and followers.  The only way to avoid this is to verify the doctrine which we believe, and pass on, with a prayerful Holy Spirit directed search of the Bible.  In particular, if you are teaching people who know nothing about the Bible and are putting their trust completely in what you teach, such as children do, you will answer to God for teaching error.  Therefore, it is imperative that missionaries, especially those working with children, have a firm Biblically based knowledge of what they are teaching.  No, teachers of children do not have to be able to argue fine points of doctrine because they are mainly teaching basic doctrines.  However, there is so much doctrinal error taught about even basic doctrines that teachers of children need to be positive that what they teach is true Bible doctrine.

Another point is that John Mark went on the first missionary journey with Paul and Barnabas but “departed from them from Pamphylia, and went not with them to the work” (Acts 15:38).  He was not spiritually mature enough to handle the problems of the mission field.  Paul and Barnabas went separate ways when it came time for the second missionary trip because of a disagreement over John Mark.  Yet, 2Timothy 4:11 says: “Only Luke is with me. Take Mark, and bring him with thee: for he is profitable to me for the ministry.”  Therefore, after he spiritually matured, he was “profitable…for the ministry”.  A solid knowledge of true Bible doctrine only comes from a combination of study, prayer and doing what the Bible commands.  Some things are only learned through experience and some things, like true Biblical faith and hope, are only grown through experience.  Therefore, someone who does not have a solid knowledge of true Bible doctrine can not have the spiritual maturity to handle all of the trials on the mission field and will become a hinderance, like John Mark was at first.  However, their interest in missions should be encouraged along with encouragement in Bible study and spiritual maturity so that they can become “profitable…for the ministry”.

While there can be much more written on this subject, much of it is covered in the rest of this book.

3. A strong prayer life.
I always feel inadequate when dealing with this subject.  I know many people with a stronger prayer life than I have.  I have already dealt with prayer as a general subject since it is a requirement for all saved people, and is especially important to people working in God’s fields.  However, people working with children have an even more critical need for a good prayer life since they are setting the foundation for the lives of the children and those children will be the future leaders and workers in the church and in society in general.

Satan has proven his knowledge of how critical children are by having various corrupt governments throughout history start by having teachers teach corrupt concepts to children.  Matthew 19:14; Mark 10:14 and Luke 18:16 all say: “But Jesus said, Suffer little children, and forbid them not, to come unto me: for of such is the kingdom of heaven.”  The future of sending people to heaven is dependent upon bringing children to Jesus now, and that takes a lot of prayer.

Rather than give my own examples, I strongly recommend that people get the book from Janet and Geoff Benge titles George Muller, The Guardian of Bristol’s orphans from OMF literature Inc. (OMFlit.com).  It explains the many different requirements for God’s help, and the responses to prayer, that George Muller and his wife experienced.  I can not match what is in that book and it is a book to be kept and reread for inspiration as people experience the many tests of this life.

In addition, I read a book on the life of Hudson Taylor which was written by his son.  (I was given a book called Hudson Taylor’s Spiritual Secret by Dr. and Mrs. Howard Taylor.)  In it, the main message is how God provided in answer to prayer.  He was another well-known prayer warrior and, according to the book about George Muller, he visited the ministry by George Muller when he was starting His China Inland Mission, which also relied strictly on praying to God for their needs.  Such books should be read and used as inspiration by anyone contemplating a ministry, especially a ministry in a foreign culture and most especially one dealing with children.  Satan understands the potential results of such a ministry which is truly Christ-centered and Satan will have many of his ministers telling lies and trying to destroy such a ministry.  However, 1John 4:4 says: “Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world.”  Just remain positive that true prayer is required in order to live the overcomers’ life.



[bookmark: _Toc32786762]Character of a Missionary:
1. Where does the Bible tell us about the first true foreign missionaries?
a.  Acts 11:19
2. What was their position in the church when they went to the mission field?
a. Non-preachers
3. What was their level of spiritual maturity when God “scattered” them?
a. They were “disciples”, which means: ‘they had a disciplined spiritual life that started each day with Bible study and prayer, ended each day with thanks to God and were disciplined in their spirit any time they missed their spiritual time with God’.
4. What did they do to stay faithful to their God-given relationship?
a. As they traveled, they were “preaching the word”.
5. Who did they start out preaching to and how did that change?
a. They started out preaching to “none but the Jews” (Acts 11:19) as their home church dictated.  However, when they preached to Greek speaking Jews, and their Greek families also were saved, they started preaching to everyone, as Jesus has specified in the ‘Great Commission’.  God used the accepted signs of that time (speaking in tongues) to show that He saved non-Jews.  Therefore, when it was clear that God wanted something different from what they were taught by their home church, they changed to obeying God.
6. Who was their pastor and how did they obtain him?
a. Barnabas was sent from the Jerusalem church after the Jerusalem church heard that people were being saved and being taught the Bible.
7. What was required for God to recognize them as a church?
a. They had to have an ordained preacher with authority from a proper church in order for the preacher to organize them as an independent church.
8. Why did Barnabas go get Paul?
a. So that Paul could teach the saved disciples. 
9. What was the end result of Paul’s teaching?
a. “The disciples were called Christians first in Antioch.” (Acts 11:25-26).  This was after a year of Paul’s teaching.  Paul taught them to go beyond discipleship and mature to the point that lost people saw “Christ” in the way that they lived.
10. What church did God use to send out the first missionaries and why did God use that church?
a.  God used the church of Antioch because they had a pure Godly doctrine.
11. Why did John Mark leave the first missionary team and how does that apply to today?
a. He left because he was too spiritually immature to handle the temptations and problems of the mission field.  We are to be sure that a missionary is “not a novice” before sending them out.
12. When God called for missionaries to be sent from a church, what type of men did God demand?
a. God called for the pastor of the church, Barnabas, and the head teacher of the church, Paul.  God demanded the best people in the church to become missionaries and let the second-best take over their positions within the church.
13. What “call” applies to all saved when it comes to being missionaries themselves?
a. Romans 1:7; 1Corinthians 1:2 and Ephesians 1:18 all say that all saved are “called to be saints”.  That is; they are “called to be” ‘fully spiritually mature children of God that God can send anywhere in the world and they will be an asset and leader to any existing church and will win the lost and start a mission work where there is no existing church’.
14. What is the lesson from the book of Philemon that applies to mission work?
a. Philemon was a business man who had a church meeting in his home and provided the physical needs of the church.  The epistle to him shows the requirement to be spiritually mature and to put spiritual matters above physical and social and financial concerns, even for non-preachers.  He is an example of the character required for non-preacher missionaries.
15. What is the Biblical definition of a “steward’ and how does that apply to the character of a missionary?
A “steward” is: ‘a person employed by another to manage the affairs of the employer in the manner dictated by the employer and for the good and profit of the employer’.  We are all called to be stewards of the things which God gives to us because He only gives them while we are in this physical reality and must answer to God for our stewardship when we face Him in judgment.  Missionaries must be spiritually mature in this area or they will be tempted into sin by the many temptations which are different from their home culture and by the appearance of ‘no one is watching’.
16. What needs to be our attitude about what God gives us in this world if we are to be proper “stewards”?
We will only be in this physical reality for a short time and will leave behind anything that we gather while here.  Therefore, we should use the things of this world to “lay up treasure for yourself in Heaven” and not collect treasure here that we will leave behind.
17. What important areas of ministry are missionaries to be careful aware that they are God’s stewards?
In finances, 
the Gospel message, 
doctrine, 
spiritual gifts, 
dealing with others especially God’s children, government officials and the lost.
18. What are the three basic actions of the ‘Great Commission’ which are to be done everywhere?
Preach
Teach
Be witnesses for Jesus Christ
19. How can we do the ‘Great Commission’ at home and away from home at the same time?
Preach, teach and be witnesses at home while partnering, through prayer and finances, with missionaries who do the ‘Great Commission’ away from home.


[bookmark: _Toc32786763]Orphanage Ministry:
1. What is the Bible reference and how does it apply to starting an orphanage?
a. 2Corinthians 9:9-10 tells us that when we “given to the poor (our) righteousness remaineth for ever” and when we teach them to be soul winners (“he that ministereth seed to the sower”) we “multiply (our) seed sown, and increase the fruits of (our) righteousness”.
1. Why would foreign governments not object to a Christian orphanage if the leaders of the ministry obey the Bible and are respectful of the government officials?
a. Because it looks bad for the government officials to have homeless orphans living one the street.  Image is important to government officials and if the ministry is helping their image, but not challenging their authority, most government officials will not object to the orphans being taught the Bible, especially if they are also taught to be respectful to the government officials.
1. Is it required to be a preacher to start an orphanage?  What are the main requirements?
a. No, it is not required to be a preacher but there needs to be a loving and Biblically sound couple who are willing to devote their entire life to this ministry.
b. They must have personal spiritual maturity in order to handle all of the temptations, challenges and devil motivated attacks, especially in a foreign culture.
c. They must have a solid knowledge of Bible doctrines, especially the basic doctrines which they teach to the children.  This is required in order to defend the truth from error and doctrines of devils and to teach the children to do the same.
d. They must have a solid faith in the protection and provision of the Lord Jesus Christ to meet the needs of the orphanage and to provide a solid witness to the orphans and to the society where they live.
e. They must have a strong prayer life in order to receive provision and protection required on a daily basis and for direction of the ministry long-term.
f. They need a personal testimony of God working in and through their personal life because only this type of personal experience will carry them through some of the tests and temptations which they will face.  In addition, God’s people need a certain level of spiritual maturity before God will teach them directly and not through the church.  As leaders of a orphanage home, there will be times that they need answers directly from God and, for whatever reason, godly advice through men will not be available.
g. They need an attitude that these children belong to God and, therefore, their main job is to guide the children into a personal relationship with God and a life of serving God however God choses to use them.  It is not the orphanage leaders’ choice for how the children serve God but it is their responsibility to help the children to discover God’s plan for each child’s life.
1. If the man among the orphanage leaders is not a pastor, what is the requirements for church?
a. The orphanage needs to be under the spiritual leadership of a doctrinally sound local church.  The orphanage leaders need to be active in the ministries of the church, especially the outreach ministries, and need to actively involve the children in the ministries of the church.
1. What is an important consideration for handling financial gifts?
a. Money needs to be used for the purpose that it was given.  If there is another desperate financial need then trust God to provide and, if needed, be sure to get the permission from the giver before using money for a different purpose than the reason why it was initially given.
1. What is the potential danger of failing to keep accurate financial records?
a. Governments can accuse the ministry of criminal activity such as money laundering.  In addition, God may allow this type of punishment, or some other type of problem, because failing to keep accurate records of all types, especially accurate financial records, is disobeying God’s commandment to be “blameless” (1Corinthians 1:4-8; Philippians 2:15; 1Thessalonians 5:23; 2Peter 3:16).
1. What other records need to be kept accurately in order to overcome discouragement from devils?
a. Prayers asked and answered.
1. Why is it important for the orphanage leaders to have a solid knowledge of true Bible doctrines?
a. There are ministers of Satan who will prey on children and there are good meaning people who have been deceived and are sincerely trying to help while they pass on doctrinal error.  It is the responsibility of the orphanage leaders to protect the spiritual lives of everyone put into their care.
1. What is the potential result for failing to properly protect the orphans from doctrinal error?
a. The leaders can be cursed by God.
1. What are the two preachers who were recommended as examples for the prayer life required by leaders of an orphanage?
a. George Muller and Hudson Taylor.
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