Revelation 17:14 These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful.

1. Called
a. The Pauline Epistles, which are written to churches, are written to the “called”. They are saved, baptized church members.  Paul wrote his epistles to tell them how to become more spiritually mature and he obviously believe that the “called” would want to know how to become more like God and to receive greater blessings from God.  These letters were not written to carnal people who wanted to believe doctrinal error and stay carnal.
b. Romans 1:6-7 said that they were “the called of Jesus Christ” and were “called to be saints”.  Other Epistles say the same.  God expects the truly “called” to become more like Him.
c. Romans 8:28 says: “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.”  The truly “called” know that God has a plan for their individual life and that they must follow God’s plan if they want God’s blessings.
d. 1Corinthians 7 tells us that the truly “called” know that they are to walk according to God’s leading in their own personal life.
e. 1Corinthians 1:9 says “God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.”  The truly “called” know that they have this “fellowship”.
f. Galatians 1:6 tells us that we are “called into the grace of Christ”.  The truly “called” know that everything that they have spiritually is by grace.
g. Ephesians 1:18 tells us that the “called” know “the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints”.  They know what God offers them in eternity and seek those riches.
h. Ephesians 4:1 says that the “called” know that they are to “walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called”. We are also told the same in 1Thessalonians 2:12.
i. 2Thessalonians 2:14 says “God called you to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
j. 2Timothy 1:9 says “Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began,”
k. In other words, the people which the “word of God” says are called are saved, baptized and active church members who know that God has a personal plan for their life and that they are to receive “glory” and “riches” in heaven by walking according to God’s personal plan for their life.  These people are not saved but carnal.  They try to please God with their life.
2. Chosen
a. Matthew 22:14 says “For many are called, but few are chosen.”  We also see that in Matthew 20:16.  The “chosen” are a subset of the “called”.  They have continued to obey their “calling” all of their life. 
b. John 15:16 tells us that God “chose us, and ordained us, that ye should go and bring forth fruit”.  The “called” who are “chosen” produce spiritual “fruit” for God.
c. Acts 15:25 tells us that the “chosen” have proven themselves to be reliable to do the job which they are3 assigned.  They not only know what God wants them to do but they also produce the desired results.
d. 2Timothy 2:4 tells us that the truly “chosen” do not “entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him”
e. 1Peter 2:9 tells us that the truly “chosen” are to “shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light”.  That is, their life here shows how God changed them and made them a new creature.
f. The Parable of the Pounds, in Luke 19, tells us that different people brought different amounts of spiritual fruit to God.  And, they received rewards according to the amount of fruit they brought.  They were made rulers of cities, which means that they had to return with Christ in order to rule those cities.
g. In the same parable, the person who did not bring any spiritual fruit to God lost their spiritual gift and was not made a ruler.  They were in Heaven but were not allowed to return with Christ to rule this world.
h. The parable of the talents, in Matthew 18, teaches the same lesson.
i. Matthew 10:38-39 says “And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me. He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it.”  Matthew 16:24-25 days “Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it.”  We see the same doctrine in Mark 8:35; Luke 9:24; Luke 17:33; John 12:25.  Basically, we can enjoy about 70 years now in a corrupt body while living in a corrupt world or we can enjoy 1,000 years as an important person in a perfect body and in a world ruled by Jesus Christ.  We can not have both.
j. Basically, the “chosen” are a sub-set of the “called”.  They use this life to serve God instead of trying to enjoy life now.  They live a life that proves their belief in God’s promise of returning with Christ, for 1,000 years, if they give up the pleasures of now in order to serve God.
3. Faithful
a. A person who is “faithful” is full of “faith” all of the time.
b. Hebrews 11:1 says “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.”
i. The word “is” is a verb of ongoing existence.  Unless these things remain in your life, then you do not have true “faith”.  You may have a “belief”, but not true “faith”.
ii. The word “substance” defines something which can be sensed in this physical world.  If your “faith” does not produce “substance”, which can be sensed in this world, then you do not have true “faith”.
iii. The word “hoped” is: ‘action based upon trust in the character of the person who made a promise’.   The first phrase of our sentence says that true “faith” causes us to produce “substance” based upon our trust in the character of God to keep His promises.
iv. The word “evidence” is used in a court of law as the basis of judgment.  Our judgment by God will be based upon how much true “faith” we display in this life.
v. What is “not seen” is not understood.  When we understand something, we say’ ‘I see’.  True Biblical “faith” requires us to accept and obey what the Bible says, even when we don’t understand.  There are things which are only understood through experience.  God’s word tell us to do some things which seem foolish but which produce a result that we don’t understand until after we obey for some time.
c. Matthew 24:45 and Luke 12:42 tell us that we must be “a faithful and wise servant” if we wish to return with Christ and be a “ruler”.
d. The parable of the pounds, in Matthew 18, and the parable of the talents, in Luke 19, say that the servant who was rewarded was personally a “good and faithful servant”.
e. Luke 16:10-16 tells us that if we are not “faithful” now then God can not trust us to be “faithful” in eternity.  Such saved people will not return with Christ to rule this world for 1,000 years.
f. 1Corinthians 4:2 says “Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.”  Rulers, during the 1,000 years reign of Christ, are His “stewards”.  If a saved person is not “faithful” then he can not be made a “steward” of Christ.
g. Many other places tell us that God is “faithful” and that the true servants of God are also “faithful”.  As already mentioned, Christ can not make us a ruler under Him unless we are “faithful”.
Our Bible gives us many promises.  But, every promise given during the ‘Church Age’ also has a requirement for us to fulfill if we wish to receive the promise.  Our main verse is a promise to return with Christ to rule this world, under Him, for 1,000 years.  And, that will be in a perfect body and living in the peace of God as opposed to living in a corrupt body in a corrupt world for only seventy years.  However, that promise is only given to people who prove that they are “called, and chosen, and faithful”.  Right now, I believe that describes everyone on staff.  I just want to encourage you to keep on doing the same while keeping in mind this tremendous promise which is not given to all saved but is given to you, it you remain “faithful”.
