Prophecies for Today
Luke 21:8-19 And he said, Take heed that ye be not deceived: for many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and the time draweth near: go ye not therefore after them. But when ye shall hear of wars and commotions, be not terrified: for these things must first come to pass; but the end is not by and by. Then said he unto them, Nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: And great earthquakes shall be in divers places, and famines, and pestilences; and fearful sights and great signs shall there be from heaven. But before all these, they shall lay their hands on you, and persecute you, delivering you up to the synagogues, and into prisons, being brought before kings and rulers for my name's sake. And it shall turn to you for a testimony. Settle it therefore in your hearts, not to meditate before what ye shall answer: For I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which all your adversaries shall not be able to gainsay nor resist. And ye shall be betrayed both by parents, and brethren, and kinsfolks, and friends; and some of you shall they cause to be put to death. And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake. But there shall not an hair of your head perish. In your patience possess ye your souls.

Matthew 10:17-23; Matthew 24:1-25:30; Mark 13 and Luke 21:8-36 are dealing with prophecies of future events.  
Luke 21:8-19; Matthew 10:17-22; Matthew 24:4-13 and Mark 13:5-13 have prophecies of events before the Rapture.  
Luke 21:20-28; Matthew 24:15-31 and Mark 13:14-27 have prophecies of events that will happen to Jews during the great tribulation.  
Luke 21:29-38; Matthew 24:32-44 and Mark 13:26-37 give the 'Parable of the Fig Tree', which applies to everyone, and is followed by the command to watch, which is like a soldier in a war zone is to watch for enemies while the other soldiers are busy.
Most people want to know about unfulfilled prophecies of future events.  They are a lot less interested in fulfilled prophecies, which are actually the most important prophecies. The fulfilled prophecies assure us that we can rely on God no matter what happens.  They prove that He is wiser and more powerful than all other beings combined.  For example, hundreds of years before Jesus was born, God promised king David that Christ would be his physical descendant.  Then years later, but still hundreds of years before the birth of Jesus, the prophet said that the Christ would be born in Bethlehem.  So, the devils tried to kill of all of the descendants of king David, but failed.  Then they made sure that all of the descendants of king David not only left Bethlehem, but left the entire area.  But, when the time came, Jesus was born in Bethlehem and both Mary and Joseph were physical and legal descendants of king David.
In addition to those two, there are so many prophecies fulfilled that it is impossible for them to be coincident.  No, God says what he will do and dares all of His enemies to try and stop Him and then proves that He is wiser and more powerful than all other beings combined by fulfilling prophecy every time.
Now, there are two main reasons why people want to know about unfulfilled prophecies, especially prophecies about the time called the “great tribulation”.  The first reason is pride.  They want people to think that they have some hidden knowledge.  However, James 4:6 tell us: “God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble.”  Therefore, people who seek to know about prophecies so that they can be proud have God resisting them.  That is why we have so many conflicting claims about Bible prophecies.  Prideful men claim to be experts and argue with other prideful men, who also claim to be experts, and both are arguing for their form of doctrinal error.  The wise person avoids those traps of sin and pride.
The other reason that people want to know about unfulfilled prophecies is because they are lost, or they have lost friends, and the lost people want to know so that they can avoid God fulfilling these prophecies in their life.  That was why the Left Behind books and movies were so popular.  However, if millions of devils have not done this once in thousands of years, then no person will avoid God’s prophecy.  Further, 2Thessalonians 2:11 says: “And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie:”.  Anyone who has the opportunity to hear the Gospel, and refuses to accept God’s salvation before the Rapture, will believe a lie and die lost.  They will go to Hell.  Their only hope is to get saved today.
Now, with all of that said, there is unfulfilled prophecy that can still be applied to God’s people of today.  Our reference is prophecy which was mainly fulfilled in the time of the Book of Acts, but God has allowed additional fulfillment of these prophecies and will continue to do so until the Rapture.  Read books like Pilgrim’s Progress, The Trail of Blood, and the true-life accounts of martyrs.  Therefore, since these might become true in our personal life or in the life of someone we know, we should know and understand these prophecies.  Now, there are some basics about understanding prophecies which a lot of people don’t know.
1. We have lots of differing opinions about unfulfilled prophecies because most people use wrong methods in order to try and understand prophecy.
2. Prophecy has a spiritual cause and a physical result.  There are two way of looking at prophecy: from a physical view and from a spiritual view.  Most people take the physical and want to understand what will happen in this world.  However, God is a Spirit and God gives prophecy for spiritual reasons.  If we do not understand what God is trying to accomplish spiritually, we will be surprised when God does the unexpected.  Therefore, all prophecy must first be understood from the spiritual perspective.
3. Almost all, if not all, prophecy uses symbolic language.  The symbolic meaning of things changes with the context.  For example, many places the Bible uses the word “water” for the basic liquid of life.  In addition, there are places where “water” is used for spiritual cleansing.  However, in John 3 it is used for physical birth as a mother’s water must break before physical birth.  Therefore, all symbolism, and especially the symbolism of prophecy, must be understood within the context where it is found.
Now, we could continue with more rules but we need to get into our reference.  And, we need to look for the spiritual message from God which is given in symbolic language which must be understood within the context.  So, we will start with the context.
In Luke 20, we read about “The Religious Leaders Challenge Jesus”.  That is the theme of the entire chapter.  They sent several groups to try and trap Jesus with arguments from their religious traditions.  In every case, Jesus gave them an answer which literally shut their mouths and they could say nothing more after He answered them.  Then, at the end of the chapter, Jesus challenged them with a doctrinal question which they could not answer.  In the entire chapter the religious leaders were arguing from the perspective that religion is something that we do in this physical world.  Every answer from Jesus was based on the spiritual perspective of what God wanted to accomplish when God gave His word.  Therefore, a main lesson leading into our chapter is that the physical perspective can not compete with understanding what God is trying to accomplish spiritually.
Next, at the start of out chapter we have two incidences which most people misunderstand because they don’t understand the theme of the entire chapter and they do not look at the things in this chapter from the view of what God is trying to accomplish spiritually.
Hebrews 11 is summarized with: “And these all, having obtained a good report through faith, received not the promise: God having provided some better thing for us, that they without us should not be made perfect”.  The people in Hebrews 11 could only have earned their testimony by putting the spiritual perspective above the physical perspective.  God let them suffer so that they could all, having obtained a good report and the associated everlasting spiritual rewards.
Understand that God is always righteous.  God does not arbitrarily give rewards and punishments.  God puts people through tests and records their responses.  God then gives rewards or punishment based upon the responses.  If someone accuses God of being arbitrary, God can produce the recordings to prove that He judged according to the proven attitudes and actions of people.  In the parallel reference of Mark 13:7, we read: “for such things must needs be”.  This means that the test is not optional.  God can not collect His legal evidence without the test.  So, people are looking at the physical test and complaining because they don’t like what is happening.  If they don’t understand the spiritual perspective then they can not understand what the prophecy is truly about.
Think about an infant taken to the doctor.  They don’t understand what is happening.  They don’t like this stranger looking at them and touching then so they throw a fit even though they are not hurt.  They demand that mommy make things go the way that they want even though they don’t know the consequences of their demands.  The same is true for lost people and carnal saved people who cry and complain about God’s tests when they have no idea of the consequences of God’s test and especially since they have no clue about the everlasting spiritual consequences.
Now, with that said, let’s return to our reference.
We started with the statement that Luke 21:20-28; Matthew 24:15-31 and Mark 13:14-27 have prophecies of events that will happen to Jews during the “great tribulation”.  None of the people listening to me are Jews.  In addition, there are liars preaching doctrines of devils about the “great tribulation”.  I am not going into that because too many people are willing to go to Hell instead of hearing the truth.  So, without giving the evidence, at this time, I will tell you that if you are saved then you will be in heaven and what happens on Earth does not apply to you.  If you are lost and have the opportunity to hear the Gospel but refuse to get saved, then God does not owe you another opportunity to get saved.  All such people, who are ‘left behind’ will receive a “strong delusion”, according to 2Thessalonians 2:11.
Next, what does apply to us for today is the prophecy of Luke 21:8-19; Matthew 10:17-22; Matthew 24:4-13 and Mark 13:5-13.  People say that the next prophecy to be fulfilled in the Rapture.  However, these prophecies were first fulfilled during the time recorded in the book of Acts.  However, they have secondary fulfillments ongoing until the Rapture.  
The start of these prophecies for today is actually in Luke 21:7 where the disciples asked Jesus: “Master, but when shall these things be?  and what sign  will there be  when these things shall come to pass?”  That is the main question that almost everyone asks about unfulfilled prophecy.  Now consider that Jesus started His answer by saying Who to not listen to.  As we often see in the Bible, people ask God one question, which is the wrong question to ask, and God answers the question that they should have asked.  Therefore, out first lesson from this particular section of prophecy is that most people ask the wrong question.  If we want to truly understand prophecy then we need to understand it God’s way and God tell us to start by listening to the correct authority and avoid the wrong authority.
Now, in our chapter before this prophecy we have two events reported which are usually misunderstood because people look at them from a physical perspective instead of from the spiritual perspective, which the context tell us is the right perspective.  Remember that the prior chapter had the religious leaders challenging Jesus over doctrine and he proved them wrong, and shut their mouths, by using the spiritual perspective when they used the physical perspective.  Then the most of the rest of this chapter is dealing with prophecy, which will result in doctrinal error when people try to understand it from a physical perspective instead of the spiritual perspective.  The end of our chapter is a precept and a proverb which lead to a command which all must be understood from the spiritual perspective if we are to avoid doctrinal error.  Thus, everything in two chapters is teaching us that the physical perspective leads to doctrinal error while the spiritual perspective leads to truth and blessings from God.
It was already mentioned that prophecy has a spiritual cause and a physical result.  God has a spiritual reason for everything done according to prophecy.  If we don’t understand God’s spiritual reason, we will not be able to understand why certain things will happen.  Likewise, Satan has a spiritual reason for leading us into doctrinal error.  Therefore, he has his ministers appear to be ministers of God while they tell us lies and they especially like to do so with prophecy.  That is why Jesus said that the first thing that we need to look at is who is giving us the interpretation of prophecy.  1John 4:1 says: “Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world.”  This matches with what Jesus said in our current reference.  Jesus goes on to say that we will go through times of trouble.  The lying ministers of Satan say that you can get all of the blessings of God and eternal rewards even while living a life of sin.  They are liars.  Jesus tells us that the first thing that we need to understand about prophecy is who is explaining it to us and we are to avoid “false christs”.  In addition, Jesus says that “many shall come in my name” (Luke 21:8).  And Jesus says that we will be deceived if we “go after them”.  On my web site is a Study called False things According to the Bible and it gives several Bible references for where the Bible tells us how to identify false things.  In addition to that, our current context tells us that we will go through problems and that “the end is not by and by” (Luke 21:9).  Therefore, anyone who tells you that the things which are happening shows that the Rapture or the “great tribulation” are imminent is telling you a lie.  They may or may not be deceived but Jesus told you to not follow them and to not listen to them or you will be deceived.
Next, in Luke 21:10, Matthew 24:6 and Mark 13:7, we read that what is currently happening “must first come to pass”.  That means that these things are not optional.  Everyone, including the saved, will go through these things.  Now, from a physical perspective, people want to avoid these things.  They will want to listen to liars who claim that they can avoid these things one way or another.  Therefore, anyone who says that the saved can avoid them is a liar.
With that in mind, we need to understand God’s spiritual reason if we want to truly understand what God is doing and why He is doing it.  Simply put, this is a spiritual test that God puts everyone through and God records their reaction.  Everyone will react in one of three ways:
1. They will react like a lost person and condemn God for what he is doing.
2. They will react like a spiritual baby and cry and complain.
3. They will react in faith and thank God for the change to prove their faith in God and tell others how God protects and provides for them even in the worst of situations.
You can argue all you want but God will put your over-all attitude and actions into one of these three categories and keep the record for when you are personally judged by God.
Now, before you complain about what you are going through, read Pilgrim’s Progress or The trail of Blood, or Hebrews 11 or the accounts of martyrs.  Do a non-personal comparison of your personal experience to the recorded experiences of others and honestly ask who should have greater reward from God based on how much each suffered for God and the Gospel.
Next realize that our current sentence says: “the end is not by and by”.  Matthew and Mark both report: “but the end shall not be yet”.  Thus, all three Gospel accounts tell us that this is not the time for the Rapture.  We need to expect several more tests in our life-time.  Therefore, we need to get spiritually mature enough so that we pass these types of tests with true faith in God.
Our next sentence, in all three Gospel accounts, tell us several things which the liars will claim is a sign of the end.  However, both Matthew and Mark report that Jesus said: “these are the beginnings of sorrows”.  They are just the start of tests which we will go through.
The next sentence, in all three Gospel accounts, tell us that the truly saved will be persecuted, falsely accused, jailed, killed, and many other things which we think are bad from a physical perspective.  However, again, we need to look at this from God’s spiritual perspective and see what God is trying to accomplish.  Luke 21:13 tells us: “it shall turn to you for a testimony”.  Our reaction to these things is what God will use, when He judges us, to justify giving us everlasting rewards in Heaven.  Again, God is righteous and does not do things arbitrarily.  We must have evidence which is accepted in God’s court if we want to receive everlasting rewards in Heaven.  Hebrews 11:35 says: “Women received their dead raised to life again: and others were tortured, not accepting deliverance; that they might obtain a better resurrection:” and this summarizes the message of Hebrews 11.  The people who suffered more for God, in this life, “obtained a better resurrection”.  Therefore, the truly spiritually mature saved person looks forward to a time of testing so that they can increase their personal faith in God and can increase their expected reward in their own resurrection.
Mark 13:9 tells us that God also uses this time of testing “for a testimony against them”.  God will not use their abuse of the devil’s children when He judges people because the devil’s children are not promised His protection.  However, God’s children are promised the protection of God and people who mistreat God’s children will suffer for doing so.  However, once more, we see that God is always righteous and must have recorded evidence when He judges these people.  Therefore, God lets these people abuse and kill His children so that H has recorded evidence when He judges them.  That is what is meant by the phrase: “for a testimony against them”.  And, we already saw that the children of God who agree to letting God use them this way receive greater everlasting rewards.  Therefore, God is not being unfair to His children while God uses His children to get evidence against the people that God will condemn.
Next, our reference in Luke says: “Settle it therefore in your hearts, not to meditate before what ye shall answer:  For I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which all your adversaries shall not be able to gainsay nor resist.”  This, basically, commands us to not worry about what will happen in the future.  The fact is that worry is the opposite of faith.  If we are willing to let God use us however He wants, and accept that he will let things happen to us in the flesh that the world thinks is bad, then God will help us through the problems when we need His help.  Basically, this is a command to not worry about what will happen and to have faith that God will help.
Next, our reference tells us: “And ye shall be betrayed both by parents, and brethren, and kinsfolks, and friends; and some of you shall they cause to be put to death. And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake.”  Matthew and Mark tell us similar things with different details.  Basically, we can not rely upon any human relationship but must rely completely upon God when we are in these trials.
With that said, the last thing that our prophecy tells us is: “But there shall not an hair of your head perish. In your patience possess ye your souls.”  Matthew reports something similar when he says: “But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved”.  Meanwhile, Mark reports: “but he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved”.  Now, reading these things it is easy to misunderstand what is promised.   Philippians 1:19 says: “For I know that this shall turn to my salvation through your prayer, and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ”.  Also, 2Thessalonians 2:13 says: “But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth”.  In both of these references we see salvation being given to someone who is already saved.  No, we can not lose our salvation.  But, true salvation is ‘God’s life in you’.  Therefore, God’s life can be increased in us, which is what these references are referring to.  
Now, with that understanding, we can return to our prophecy.  I can testify from several personal experiences that God will lead His people into physically dangerous situations to testify for Him.  And, if people keep their faith in God throughout the experience, then God protects them even when people threaten to kill God’s child.  However, the person who gets scared encourages the child of the devil to hurt them.  And, those who go through these experiences increase their faith in God which is an increase of God’s life in them.
However, There have been martyrs who were not physically saved.  They received an increase of God’s life in eternity, which means they received a greater everlasting reward.  So, like the three Hebrew children in the book of Daniel, God will save His children regardless if they live or die physically.



