Promises In Christ

Ephesians 5:31-32 For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh. This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church.
The marriage relationship is used as a picture of the relationship between Christ and the church.  A relationship involves at least two people with each having rights and responsibilities in the relationship.  Hebrews 13:5 tells us: “Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.”  However, while He will never leave us, we can leave Him.  A wife that moves to a different city from where her husband lives is still married but can not expect to enjoy the benefits of marriage.  Likewise, if we refuse to fulfill the responsibilities of our ongoing personal relationship with Christ, then we will not receive the benefits of that relationship.
Every truly saved person has an ongoing personal relationship with God which was started because God promises that saved people will avoid an eternity in the “lake of fire” (Revelation) and can have “everlasting life” in Heaven with God.  In addition to that promise, God gives additional promises to saved people who maintain their ongoing personal relationship with Christ.  This is the relationship which the Son of God uses to cause us to mature spiritually.  Thus, if a saved person is not continuing to mature spiritually, then they are not maintaining their ongoing personal relationship with Christ.  And, they will not receive the promises which are given only to saved people who do maintain their ongoing personal relationship with Christ.
Now, before we look at those promises, we need to be aware of our enemy and his lies.  The Bible calls that enemy an “antichrist”.  The prefix “anti” means: ‘alternative of against’.  All of the promises from God, for the ‘Church Age’ come with a requirement that we must fulfill in order to receive the promise.  The true Biblical “antichrist” claim an alternative to this requirement and claim that you can receive the promises without fulfilling God’s requirements.  Then, when people don’t receive the promise, they claim that God and God’s word are not reliable and that the people should trust their lies instead.  However, the truth is that God is reliable and God’s word is reliable but we will not receive the promises unless we fulfill God’s requirements.
In addition to that truth, we have a very popular lie that even many saved people believe and even preach.  They claim that the person that Revelation calls “beast” is ‘the Antichrist’.  This lie comes from the true Biblical “antichrists”.  They want you looking at that person whom you will never have to deal with and, therefore, ignore the Bible warnings against the true Biblical “antichrists”.  However, 1John 2:18 warns us: “as ye have heard that antichrist shall come, even now are there many antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last time”.  Therefore, that claim denies the existence of “many antichrists” which exist today and teach lies to God’s people so that God’s people will not receive the promises that God gave to them.  
In addition, 1John 2:22 warns us: “Who is a liar but he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist, that denieth the Father and the Son”.  These liars claim that we do not have to obey Jesus in order to receive the promises from God.
Further, 2John 1:7 tells us: “For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist.”  If we believe the lies from these people then we are deceived even though we are saved.  Deceived saved people will not receive God’s promises and then they will blame God for the results of their own sin.  The only way to avoid that is to believe what the “word of God” literally says.
Now, two last things before looking at some promises.  First, in all of God’s promises God reserves the right to determine when and how He keeps His promise.  We can not demand that God acts when we want nor can de demand that He keeps a promise in a specific manner.
Secondly, our keeping God’s requirements does not force God to give us the promise.  God keeps His promises because He is faithful.  Satan lies and claims that God is like Satan and takes away our free will.  Our fulfilling the requirements proves, to Satan and us and others, that we chose to let God work in our lives by our own free will.  In addition, most of those requirements are actually there to help us build our ongoing personal relationship with Christ.  But, regardless of what keeping those requirements does for us, our keeping them does not force God to act in a certain way and at a certain time.
Now we can look at some of these promises.
1. Verses using By Christ:  The word “by” tells us: ‘how we get from one place to another place’.  We can get to manila ‘by plane’, but if we don’t get on the plane, then we can’t use it to go to Manila.  Likewise, when the Bible says “by Christ”, we can not receive those promises if we are not maintaining our ongoing personal relationship with Christ.
a. 2Corinthians 1:5:  tells us that we receive consolation, from God, by Christ.  This is how God comforts the saved while they are dealing with problems.
b. Galatians 2:17:  says that we might be justified by Christ.  If we are not “justified”, as saved people, then we will receive “bad” at the “judgment seat of Christ” for those sins that we do as saved people.
c. Ephesians 2:13:  says that we are made close to God “in Christ Jesus by the blood of Christ”.  That is: “Christ” shed His blood to pay for the sins that we do as saved people so that we can draw close to God through the ongoing personal relationship that is “in Christ Jesus”.  This is how we get the character of God and mature spiritually.
d. Colossians 2:11:  tells us that sin is completely cut away from our life “by the circumcision of Christ”.  We must let “Christ” change our lives if we want to be free from the addiction of sin.
2. [bookmark: TC]Verses using Through Christ:  The word “through” means: 'enter one side of a barrier and continue traveling inside until you come out the other side'.  We go “through” a mountain by entering a tunnel on one side of the mountain and coming out one the other side.  Not all saved receive the things that are through Christ.  Only those people who enter their ongoing personal relationship with “Christ”, and do their part to maintain the relationship, receive these things. 
a. Romans 8:37:  says: “Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us”.  Although this verse actually says: “through him”, the prior verses identified the “him” to be “Christ”.  Here we see that saved people become “more than conquerors” only “through Christ”.
a. 2Corinthians 3:4 says: “And such trust have we through Christ to God-ward”.  This sentence literally tells us that our own ability to trust God is not sufficient.  When we put our trust “through” our ongoing personal relationship with “Christ”, He increase our trust to a level that is sufficient for us to do what God wants us to do.
b. Galatians 4:7 says: “Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ”.  This sentence tells us that the only way that we are “heirs” of God (‘the only way to receive everlasting rewards in heaven’), is “through Christ”.  If we do not maintain our ongoing personal relationship with “Christ”, then we will have little, or no, eternal reward from God.
c. Philippians 4:13 says: “I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me”.  This is a well-known verse that is often quoted and preached.  Unfortunately, while people like to shout about the “I can do all things”, few seem to understand and believe the requirement that it must be “through Christ”.
3. When the Bible uses the word “of”, it is speaking about being ‘things that belong to’.  When it says: “of Christ”, it is speaking about being ‘things that belong to Christ’.  My web site has eighty-five (85) different verses which tell us blessings that ‘belong to Christ’.  In addition, there are another thirteen (13) verses which tell us things which are “Christ’s”.  It should be obvious that we can only receive these things from “Christ” and that will only happen when we are doing our part to maintain of our ongoing personal relationship with “Christ”.

4. When the Bible uses the phrase “in Christ”, it is speaking about being ‘in a proper relationship to Christ’.  When the Bible uses the phrase “Christ in”, it is speaking about what “Christ” provides when we are ‘in a proper relationship to Christ’.  Philippians 2 gives us specific instructions on how to be “in Christ”.  People can claim what they want.  But, unless they fulfill those instructions, they will not be “in Christ”.
a. My web site has forty-three (43) different verses which tell us blessings that we have when we are ‘in a proper relationship to Christ’.
b. My web site has twenty-seven (27) different verses which tell us blessings that “Christ” provides when we are ‘in a proper relationship to Christ’.
c.  1Corinthians 1:13; Ephesians 1:20; Ephesians 1:23; Ephesians 1:27; Ephesians 2:6,  Ephesians 2:7 and Ephesians 3:11 all tells us that we must be “in Christ” in order to have “Christ in” a proper relationship with us and in order for us to receive those specific blessings.
There are many more blessings which “the word of God” promises to saved people who maintain their ongoing personal relationship with “Christ”.  And, “the word of God” makes it clear that God denies these blessings to saved people who fail to do their part to maintain their ongoing personal relationship with “Christ”.  In addition, it should be obvious that an adult can do fart more than a baby.  Likewise, since “Christ” brings spiritual maturity to saved people, it should be obvious that people who let “Christ” give them spiritual maturity will have far more blessings than people who refuse that spiritual maturity.
Since pastor has said that this year we are to concentrate on discipleship, and since discipleship is about maturing spiritually, God’s people should learn these promises which God associates with “Christ”.  These promises are our God-given motivations for being disciples and for maturing spiritually.  Learn these promises and share them with your disciples in order to motivate them to obey the lessons which you teach.
