Money Basics
Matthew 6:24 and Luke 16:13 say: “No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.”
A. Attitude:
1.  2Corinthians 4:18 “While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal.”
a. What is not seen in the spiritual reality.  It is permanent.  It is what we all return to when we die physically.
b. What is seen is the physical reality.  It is temporary (“for the things which are seen are temporal”).  It came into existence at creation and ends when God destroys it to make a new Heaven and new Earth.
c. What is not seen is the spiritual reality (“but the things which are not seen are eternal”).
d. The physical will not last. The spiritual reality will last forever.
e. Your interaction with this physical reality is temporary.  It started at your conception and ends with your physical death.  However, since you have a spirit in the spiritual reality, you will go on existing in the spiritual reality.
f. The results of our life here, in this physical reality, is based on two tests.
i. First, will you receive Jesus Christ as your personal Lord so that you will become an adopted child of God or will you refuse His offer and stay a child of the devil.  You will spend eternity with your spiritual Father.  You will be in God’s home only if you become a child of God.  Everyone else will go to hell and the lake of fire to spend eternity with the devil.
ii. The second test is only given to the true children of God.  Our level of reward is determined by our level of obedience and our level of curse is determined by our level of disobedience.
g. Since this physical reality is temporary, and our existence in it is temporary, our existence here is best understood by considering a multi-player video game.
i. You have a character that represents you in the game.  It shows up in the game when you start to play and leaves the game when you quit.
ii. Your character interacts with the characters of other people.  But, your character in the game is not you and the other characters in the game are not them.  And, both you and the other person go on existing after you leave the game.
iii. In this physical reality, which is God’s temporary virtual reality, your body is your character in this physical reality.  Your spirit and soul are the real you that goes on existing in the spiritual reality after your body dies, which is when you quit this game called physical life.
h. With this truth recognized, the wise attitude is that permanent spiritual results are more important than temporary physical results that you will leave behind when you die.
2. Matthew 6:19-20 says: “Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal:”
a. This is a command.
b. If we chose to disobey the command, we will suffer the curse of God.
c. If we obey the command, we will be rewarded by God. 
3. Luke 12:16-21 has the parable of the rich fool and ends with: “But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided? So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.”
a. Jesus said that this man was a fool because he concentrated on getting rich and having a good life now while doing nothing to add to his Heavenly spiritual account which God has for every truly saved person.
b. The true attitude is that money is only points in a temporary virtual reality while true riches are in our spiritual account which God keeps in Heaven.
c. The martyred missionary said” “He who gives what he can not keep in order to gain what he can not loose is no fool”.  If you give up money, time and talents in this life, you are giving up what you can not keep.  If you give them to put treasure in your Heavenly spiritual account, you are giving what you can not keep in order to gain what you can not lose.
d. The opposite of that saying is: “He who hoards what he can not keep while refusing to save what he can not lose is a fool”.
e. If you concentrate on getting the pleasures of this life you prove that you are a fool and God refuses to reward fools but curses them even if they are saved.
4. Matthew 16:25; Mark 8:35 and Luke 9:24 say: “For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and the gospel's, the same shall save it.”
a. This is symbolic language.  The second part of our reference has the phrase: “For whosoever will save his life shall lose it;”.
i. The phrase: “save his life” is talking about enjoying the pleasures of this present physical life.
ii. The phrase: “shall lose it” is talking about losing the pleasures in the eternal spiritual life and also losing the chance to return with Jesus to rule this world for 1,000 years in a perfect new physical body.
iii. Thus, the first part of this truth from Jesus is that if saved people concentrate on enjoying this present physical life then they will lose the chance to return with Jesus and they will lose most, if not all, spiritual pleasures in eternity.
b. The second part of our reference has the phrase: “but whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and the gospel's”.
i. This is talking about sacrificing what you can enjoy in this present physical world.  This is why I live in the Philippines instead of living in America.
ii. The phrase: “the same shall save it” is a promise from God that sacrificing pleasure in the present physical life, so that you can serve Jesus and the Gospel, will get permanent pleasure in the spiritual eternity and will let a person return to this world for the 1,000 year reign of Christ and do it in a perfect body.
5. Matthew 16:26 says: “For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?”
a. Basically, we can concentrate on having things now or on having things in eternity.  We can not do both and the person who thinks he can is a fool who is deceiving himself.  But, if we concentrate on serving God then God will give us everything that we need.  Therefore, either we provide for ourselves in this life, or we serve God and let God provide for us in this life.


B. Action
1. Luke 6:45-49 is the ‘Parable of the Wise Builder and the Foolish builder’.
a. But it starts with: “A good man out of the good treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is evil: for of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaketh.” (Luke 6:45).
b. Therefore, our life-long actions are based upon the attitudes of our heart.  Yes, we can fool people for a short time but not for a lifetime.
c. The next verse says: “And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?” (Luke 6:46).
d. The wise builder obeyed and built up the kingdom of God with their life here.  The foolish builder concentrated on enjoying this life and did not have time to serve God in this life.
2. John 6:26-27 “Jesus answered them and said, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Ye seek me, not because ye saw the miracles, but because ye did eat of the loaves, and were filled. The “miracles” showed that His message, but for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which the Son of man shall give unto you: for him hath God the Father sealed.”
a. The criticism:
i. The “miracles” showed that His message was from God.
ii. The “loaves” were about physical blessings and not the spiritual message.
iii. Therefore, Jesus went elsewhere to limit the number of people only seeking physical blessings and so that, at least some, would consider the spiritual message.
b. The Command:
i. Do NOT work for things of this world (“The “miracles” showed that His message”)
ii. Work for eternal rewards (“but for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life”).
3.  Matthew 16:24-26; Mark 8:34-36 and Luke 9:23-25 say: “Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it. For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?”.
a. The phrase: “deny himself” means: First, deny the desires if this world.  Stop trying to get rich.  Stop trying to have the latest gadget and all of the pleasures of this life.
b. The phrase: “take up his cross, and follow me” means: Be willing to suffer in this life in order to serve Jesus and the kingdom of God.
c. Believe the promise that seeking money and the things of this world will lose you eternal rewards and the chance to return with Jesus to rule this world for 1,000 years.
d. Believe the promise of reward for giving your life to serve Jesus and the kingdom of God.
4. Matthew 16:27; Mark 8:35 and Luke 9:26 all follow the above references and promise reward and returning with Jesus to only the people who spend their life serving Jesus and the kingdom of God.
5. [bookmark: _Hlk67831585]Tithe, give and invest
a. Tithe: The non-tither is not thankful because he robs God. He is cursed instead of blessed.
i. Pastor told youth to say thanks so that they would build a thankful attitude and be blessed by God.
b. Give: This is how to get riches in this world for you and your children to third generation.
i. Promise is not personal but to your group.  Americans are riding on prior generations.
ii. Founders of Standard Oil, K-Mart, Wal-Mart, Disney and more all gave at least 50% of their income to charity.
iii. I am considered to be rich because I give over 75% of my income.
iv. Mark, Luke, Phoebe, Philemon, Gaius and Aquila and Pricilla, are only a few who are non-preachers and also recognized in the Bible for their giving to God’s kingdom.
c. Invest: 
i. Like rapture, this word is not in the Bible but the principal is.
ii. [bookmark: _Hlk67831668]Philippians 4:15-19 says: “Now ye Philippians know also, that in the beginning of the gospel, when I departed from Macedonia, no church communicated with me as concerning giving and receiving, but ye only. For even in Thessalonica ye sent once and again unto my necessity. Not because I desire a gift: but I desire fruit that may abound to your account. But I have all, and abound: I am full, having received of Epaphroditus the things which were sent from you, an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, wellpleasing to God. But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.”.
iii. They were supporting Paul as a missionary (“concerning giving and receiving”).
iv. Their financial support put treasure in their heavenly account (“fruit that may abound to your account”).
v. Their support was a sacrifice that pleased God (“a sacrifice acceptable, wellpleasing to God”).
vi. They were promised that “my God shall supply all your need” while other saved people, who did not support missionaries, starved.
vii. This is one of the main ways to convert money, that you can not keep, into treasure that you can not lose.
C. Abundance
1. [bookmark: _Hlk67831693]Parables:
a. [bookmark: _Hlk67831833]Matthew 13:3-23; Mark 4:2-20 and Luke 8:2-15 tell us the 'Parable of the Sower'. Jesus explains the purpose of this parable with Matthew 13:12, which says: “For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he shall have more abundance: but whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken away even that he hath.”.
b. [bookmark: _Hlk67831854]We find the same message in the “Parable of the Pounds” (Luke 19:11-28) and the “Parable of the talents” (Matthew 25:14-30).  Again, Jesus said the same thing but added an explanation.  In both parables, the people who used their spiritual gifts to return a spiritual profit to God were given additional rewards while the people who brought no profit to God lost the spiritual gift that they were given at salvation.
c. In both parables, the people who used their spiritual gifts to return a spiritual profit to God were told “Well done, thou good and faithful servant” and were promised to be made rulers.  However, the person who brought no profit was punished for more than 1,000 years in addition to losing everything.
d. [bookmark: _Hlk67831885]Related to this is Revelation 3:15-17, which says: “I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth. Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:”  Imagine having riches in this world and then ending up with nothing in eternity except a reputation that your life made God sick.
e. [bookmark: _Hlk67831899]In Luke 12:16-21, we have the ‘Parable of the Rich Fool’, which tells us the same thing.  Jesus said that he saved enough to take it easy here in this life.  God called him a fool because he was “not rich towards God” and Jesus said anyone who does the same is also a fool.
2. [bookmark: _Hlk67831705]Second Coming:
a. [bookmark: _Hlk67831913]Revelation 17:14 says: “These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful.”.
b. [bookmark: _Hlk67831923]Matthew 20:16 and Matthew 22:14 say: “So the last shall be first, and the first last: for many be called, but few chosen.”
c. The saved who are not faithful and who do not bring a profit to God are not “chosen, and faithful”.  They do not get a crown and they do not get to return to rule and reign with Jesus.
3. [bookmark: _Hlk67831716]Marriage Supper of the Lamb:
a. [bookmark: _Hlk67831947]Revelation 19:7-8 says: “Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready. And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints.”
b. [bookmark: _Hlk67831973]Romans 3:10 Says: “As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one:”.
c. We have no “righteousness” of our own.  The only way that we get “righteousness” is to let Christ change our lives by working through our life to build the kingdom of God.  Those people who do this will be at the “Marriage Supper of the lamb” dressed in the “righteousness” that Christ gives them as they let Him work through their life here.  Those saved people who do not let Christ change them will have no “righteousness” to be dressed in and will not be allowed to attend the “Marriage Supper of the lamb”.
d. [bookmark: _Hlk67831960]Matthew 22:1-14 gives the ‘Parable of the marriage of the king's son’.  In it, the guest without a proper robe was cast out and punished.
4. [bookmark: _Hlk67831727]Promises:
a. [bookmark: _Hlk67831988]John 14:2 says: “In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.”
i. While there are “many mansions”, all that is promised is: “a place for you”.
ii. The people who returned a profit and were promised to be made rulers can expect a mansion.  The people who brought no profit can expect nothing other than a basic robe and bed space in a dorm room for 10,000.
b. [bookmark: _Hlk67831997]John 10:10 says: “The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.”.
i. The abundant life is added to life according to this verse.
ii. You get God’s life when you are saved but the abundant life is added after you are saved.
iii. You only get the abundant life by letting God work in and through your life to build up His kingdom.
iv. You only get eternal rewards if you let God work in and through your life to build up His kingdom.
God’s word says that saved people who devote their life to His service are wise and rewarded in this life and in eternity.  Those people who concentrate on getting the things of this life are called fools by God.  Money represents all that you can get in this life.  You can devote your life to getting money and the things of this life or to serving God but not both.  You decide if you are wise or a fool.
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