[bookmark: _Toc40871264]Lessons on How to Study the Bible-4
[bookmark: _Hlk45195572][bookmark: _Toc26551888][bookmark: _Toc40871270]Precepts - Basic Doctrines of the Bible
This is a continuation on the lesson on Bible precepts.  There are certain basic doctrines (teachings) which we need to have in order to properly understand what we read in the Bible.
[bookmark: _Toc40871278][bookmark: _Toc40871277][bookmark: _Toc26551895]Review:
· [bookmark: _Hlk46460751]Our first lesson was how to separate a true man-of-God from a lying minister of Satan who claims to be a man-of-God.  Anyone whose doctrine justifies ongoing sin is preaching a doctrine from devils.  Anyone whose doctrine claims that salvation is in their religion and denies the need for a personal relationship with Jesus as your personal Lord is preaching a doctrine from devils.  Anyone whose doctrine is preaching a doctrine that denies the God-caused change in saved people after their initial profession is preaching a doctrine from devils.  A true man-of-God tells you that you must accept Jesus as the personal Lord of your life in order to be saved and that when you do that he will change you to make you more like God.  A truly saved person is more holy and righteous than they were when they were lost and this is an ongoing process for the rest of the life.
· Our second lesson was on the word of God.  Anyone who denies that God preserved His word in the English KJV-1611 is attacking the character of God and claiming that God is a liar like Satan.  God used holy men to write His word just like you use a pen to write your name.  The pen puts down the ink but you are doing the writing.  Likewise, the only way that we can hold God to the promises of the Bible is if we have what He wrote and preserved.  The word of God tells us that it is the basic guide for faith and practice in this world, and is what God will use to judge us after we die.  If God did not preserve, in this world, an exact copy of what He uses to judge us, then He would be a liar.  Our basic guide in this life is a God-preserved copy of what God uses to judge men.
· Our third lesson started Bible precepts.  These are laws that never change for any reason.  In our physical reality we have laws like gravity and the rules of Math that are the same for all people and all time and never change for any reason.  They are the precepts of creation.  Likewise, we have precepts of the Bible.
· The first precept we lightly touched is the need to pray.  God is a Spirit.  The word of God is a spiritual book.  1Corinthians 2:14 tells us: “But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.”  Since the word of God is spiritual, the only way to truly understand it is with the help of God.  Ministers of Satan claim to understand the word of God but they can not because they are lost and do not receive understanding from God.  They lie about what the word of God says.  Saved, but carnal and spiritually immature, people are limited in what they can understand just like a child is limited in how much they understand any subject that takes time to learn.  We must pray for God’s help to understand the Bible every time that we read or study it.  We must also understand that a child can not understand certain things until they mature.  Likewise, there are certain things in the word of God that God will not reveal to someone until they mature spiritually enough to be able to understand the truth.
· The next precept was the difference between the physical reality and the spiritual reality.  God created this physical reality from the spiritual reality.  One of the dimensions, or way of measuring this physical reality, is time.  However, the spiritual reality is eternal and not limited by time.  This physical reality had a starting point in time and we are told that there will come a time what God will destroy this physical reality and create a new one.  Also, our time in this physical reality is limited by time.  We have an eternal spirit in the spiritual reality which was attached to our body at conception and will be separated from our body at death.  This is like a multi-player video game where you are attached to the character in the game when you join the game and your character ceases to be in the game when you quit.  The main point is that there are major differences between the physical reality and the spiritual reality.  We can not understand the spiritual by looking at it from a physical point of view.  Also, we can not impose the limits of the physical upon our understanding of the spiritual.  The spiritual reality does not have the same limits such as time.
· The next precept was our purpose for being in God’s physical reality.  We are here to be tested.  We are born sinners and children of the devil.  If we accept Jesus as our personal Lord then we are adopted by God and go to God’s personal home called Heaven when we leave this physical reality.  If we don’t accept Jesus as our personal Lord then we are sent to Hell and the lake of fire to spend eternity with the devils, when we leave this physical reality at death.  That is the first test.  After that, the true children of God are tested for their level of obedience.  The more a child of God obeys the leading of God’s Holy Spirit, the more rewards they will have in Heaven.  The less a child of God obeys, the less they will have in Heaven.  Many saved people will be poor for eternity because they were saved but refused to obey.
· The next precept which we dealt with is Creation.  The word of God starts with the account (it is not a story) of creation.  Men try to impost the limits of this physical reality on the spiritual and claim that God, in the spiritual reality, could not create the world in seven physical days.  As already said, the limits of time do not apply to the spiritual.  However, as a way of understanding, consider the video game.  The creator of a video game is not limited by the rules of the game because he is outside of the game.  Also, it may take him a while to assemble the pieces, but it does not take that long to assemble them and load them into the computer.  Likewise, we don’t know what God did to prepare for creation.  In addition, you can not deny the existence of your phone even though you do not understand all of the details of how it was created and how it works.  Likewise, these people who deny the account of creation on the basis of their own lack of understanding are being just as foolish.  The point is that if people can get you to doubt God’s account of creation, they can get you to doubt other things in the word of God.  The first thing that Satan did to get Eve to sin was to question God’s word.  If you let some man convince you to doubt God’s word then you are accepting that man as a greater authority than God.  However, that man does not have the power of God.  Neither does he have the knowledge, understanding and wisdom of God.  The word of God tells us to believe what the word of God tells us just like a little child believes what their parent tells them.
With that review, we will continue our lessons on the precepts of the Bible, which are truths that never change for any reason.


New Lessons:
1. [bookmark: _Toc40871279]Creation continued
We looked at how this physical reality was created from the spiritual reality.  But we need a little more understanding of basic truths in order to better understand the differences between the two realities.
Everything that we claim to know is based upon fact or faith.  If it is truly based upon fact, then that fact can be verified independent from the person who told the fact to you.  Further, our understanding of how these facts work in the physical reality is based upon rules that never change for any reason such as the Scientific Method.  These rules, such as the Scientific Method, are the precepts of this physical reality.  Now, if what is claimed to be true can not be verified independent of the person who told the thing to you, or if it can not be proven using the precepts, such as the Scientific Method, then it is based upon faith.  And, anything that is based upon faith is a religion.
The first rule of the Scientific Method is that all true scientific rules must be reproducible.  For example, if you had a class in physics then you should have been shown how to reproduce the evidence of the law of gravity.
About the time of WW-II, a case went to the U.S. Supreme Court.  In that cans, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that Humanism is a religion and not true science as the proponents claim.  The theories of ‘Big Bang’ and ‘Evolution’ are religious tenants of Humanism.  Neither is true science and never can be true science because neither can be reproduced.  People make excuses for why they can not be reproduced but both of these must be accepted by faith, which makes them part of a religion.  And, since that religion claims to be science, it is a lying religion.  Only a fool will continue to believe a lie after being given undisputable evidence that it is a lie.  All who continue to accept ‘Big Bang’ and ‘Evolution’ are proving themselves to be a fool.
For example, I blew up things when I was young.  Explosions do not put things in an orderly result like the pews in a church are lined up.  Further, the laws of math, once you get past Calculus, prove that a ‘Big Bang’ can never create an orderly reality where we have rules like gravity and Math which are always true.  Now, people might not understand all of that but they can ask where the stuff came from that blew up and who lit the match to start the explosion.  The undeniable truth is that everything in this physical reality came from another reality.  People who claim ‘Big Bang’ also agree with this.  They only deny the existence of a Creator and the existence of order in creation demand an intelligence controlling creation in order to impose that order.
Next, ‘Evolution’ tries to make you think about one ‘missing link’ between apes and man.  They have produced eight (8) claims of the missing link, and all of those claims have been proven to be a fraud.  However, instead of arguing about that so-called link, have them explain why a snake and a bird can’t get together, without one eating the other, and produce a dragon.  Also, where id the woman who was made pregnant by a fish and produces the mermaid?  But the big missing link is spontaneous life.  How long do you have to give inert rocks to exist before they produce like?  It takes life to beget life and yet ‘Evolution’ claims that life came from a bunch of dead rocks.
I know I haven’t explained all of the details here, but, hopefully, I’ve showed the foolishness of believing in ‘Big Bang’ and in ‘Evolution’.  They are the only other explanations to the existence of our physical reality.  People hold onto these lies because they want to deny that God will judge them after death.  However, denying a truth does not make it go away.  And, no matter how much we want to deny death and the judgment of our life by God, our denial does not make them go away.
One thing to keep in mind is that we already covered how this physical reality is measured by time but the spiritual reality is eternal, which means it is not measured by time.  One of the main objections of the Humanists is that God could not have created everything in seven physical days if God was limited by time like our physical reality is limited by time.  However, we also discussed how this physical reality is like a video game.  Your body is your avatar in this virtual reality.  You join the this reality at conception and leave it at death.  And, it does not take a creator of a video game millions of years to load the game into the computer.  Likewise, it did not take God more than six (6) days to load this physical reality from the spiritual reality.
In addition to that truth, we have the truth that God created the physical reality from the spiritual reality, which makes the physical reality a part of the spiritual reality.  This means that beings in the spiritual reality can, and do, affect the physical reality in ways which are outside of the rules for the physical reality.  Since they are outside of the physical reality, they are not limited by the rules of the physical reality.  Therefore, their actions are called miracles.  And, since devils are spiritual beings, they can do miracles so long as God does not stop them.
People try to deny that miracles happen but denial does not change truth.  For example, people claim that death is the end of existence, and, therefore, there can not be a judgment by God.  However, they can not have any evidence to back their claim.  If their claim was true then they could not come back from the dead to tell us their claim.  Thus, their claim is a lie that they want you to believe by faith in a liar.  However, there have been uncounted numbers of people who have died and returned to say that physical death is not the end of existence.  Those people have been from all societies in all parts of the world and in all time periods.  Therefore, death is an absolute law of this physical reality.  In addition, existence after death has so many witnesses that only fools deny that truth.  And, all religions which tell us about existence after death also tell us about a judgment with some people going to Hell and some going to Heaven.  The details claimed by different religions differ, but judgment and punishment are universal truths.  Therefore, people who fail to prepare for their own personal judgment are fools.
2. Affecting our eternal results
The next precept is critically important.  We are given the means of determining our eternal destiny after death.  However, we must use the methods provided.  Using the wrong method will not affect anything.  Most religions tell you how to live in this world but they don’t tell you how obeying their rules will affect your eternal destiny.  In addition, they tell you to have faith in the word of the man who is also going to die.  However, God put His word in writing so that we can verify what someone claims is a commandment from God.  Yes, there are other so-called ‘holy books’, but they do not have evidence that they truly came from the most powerful being in existence.  God’s word has hundreds of detail prophecies which have been fulfilled exactly as God had His prophets write down.  In addition, God gave His enemies hundreds of years to try and stop Him.  For example, the prophecies that Jesus would be born as a descendent of king David and that he would be born in Bethlehem were made hundreds of years before His birth.  Yet, with all of that time, the enemies of God could not affect his fulfilling the prophecy exactly as God had it written.
We have the prophecies of Nostradamus, which I have read and most people have not read.  They are so general in wording that they can be fulfilled many different ways.  They are not specific such as saying that Jesus would be born in Bethlehem.  Therefore, they are not in the same class as the prophecies of the Bible and can not compete with God’s true prophecies.
Supposedly, the Koran has exactly one prophecy, which is that the prophet will return.  That makes Arnold Swartzniger, in the science fiction movie, just as great of a prophet.
The Jews had the true word of God, but chose to believe religious liars and crucify their Messiah.  Therefore, they are still looking for the promise of God which they already received and rejected.  People who believe their religion will also face the judgment of God after rejecting His word and, effectively, calling God a liar by their life of rejection.
All other religions have no evidence that their beliefs are anything more that the fancy lies created by men.  Obeying their rules can not affect your judgment by God after death.
These religions tell you that if you obey their rules then God has no choice but to grant you a mansion in His personal home called Heaven and give you an eternity of bliss.  Fir example, one person told me that they said the magic prayer of salvation.  Now they can live a life of sin and fighting against God and Jesus has no choice but to pay for all of their sins and give them a mansion.  Trusting that you said a religious prayer is not the same thing as accepting an ongoing personal relationship with Jesus as your personal Lord and believing that He will do what is required to get you to heaven.
All false religions claim that doing a religious act, in this physical reality, forces God to save you in the spiritual reality.  However, the truth is that the physical reality is a sub-set of the spiritual reality.  That means that things done within the physical reality cannot force a change in the spiritual reality.  Further, it means that thing changed is in the spiritual reality can change the physical reality.  For example, a large storm can affect what happens within a building that is within the storm, such as destroying the building.  However, someone in the building doing a rain dance can not force the storm to go away.  Likewise, the spiritual can affect the physical.  However, the only way that physical being can affect the spiritual is if they get God to do it for them.  God controls the spiritual reality and the physical reality.  Therefore, our only hope is in the being who is God and not in some religious way to force God to do our will.
In simple language, all religious doctrine which claims that things done physically will force a change in the spiritual reality, are lies.  Our only true hope is in the person of God and His promises to do certain things if we trust and obey Him.  God put His word in writing so that we can verify what someone tells us that God told us to do.  When we obey the word of God, in faith, we  prove that we believe the promise of God even though we can not know when and how God will keep His promise.  Our Biblical example is Abraham who told people that He and Sarah would have a baby even when Sarah was too old to get pregnant.  Thus, our act of faith does not force God to act but it gives God the legal evidence that we acted in our own free will when Satan claims that God took away our free will to force His promise on us.
A simple example of this truth is the promise of: “Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord” (Romans 12:19; R Romans 13:4; Deuteronomy 32:35,43; Psalms 94:1-3; Nahum 1:2-3; Hebrews 10:30).  We are to not get vengeance and we are not to tell God when, nor how; He is to get vengeance for us.  We are to believe that God can “repay” by giving us blessings or by hurting the other person or by doing any combination of the two.  In addition, God can “repay” in this reality or in eternity or by doing any combination of the two.  The person who claims to turn something over to God and then tries to dictate these things to God has not really turned it over to God.
The conclusion of this precept is that we can not personally do anything to force what eternal results we receive.  We must trust God, and the promises of God found in the word of God, in order to affect our eternal results which we will receive after our physical death.
3. What are precepts?
· Isaiah 28:10 says: “For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little:”
· Precepts are different from what the Bible calls a “line” and this truth should be obvious from our sentence.  There is a Bible truth that pretty much universally accepted and that truth is: ‘There is one interpretation and many applications in the Bible.’  We see that truth applied in this sentence with the “precepts” giving us single truths, found within the Bible, that are always true and never changes for any reason or circumstance.  In addition, we have what the Bible calls a “line” which gives us the many applications.
· In the Bible, a precept is a law that never changes for any reason or circumstance.  I will illustrate this truth shortly.
· Our sentence says the phrase “precept upon precept” twice and it says “line upon line” twice.  In addition, just a couple of verses further, Isaiah 28:13 repeats these phrases giving us this doubling two times.  Thus, we see that God doubled this saying to emphasize the importance and for us to understand how important it is for us to understand this truth.  This truth is one of the major rules for separating Bible truths from doctrinal error.
· In John 8:17, we read that Jesus said: “It is also written in your law, that the testimony of two men is true.”  This was when He was arguing doctrine with the religious leaders.  Since Jesus is ‘God in human flesh’ and we have this written in the word of God, we can know that it is true.
· This is the rule of a precept.  If something is literally written in the word of God at least twice then it is a precept and is a truth that can not be changed for any reason or circumstance.  If it is written literally only once or is taught indirectly then it is a “line”.  We will cover more about a “line” later on.
· God never changes (Malachi 3:6; Hebrews 13:8).
· Malachi 3:6 says ” For I am the LORD, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed.”
· Hebrews 13:8 says ”Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.”  Since “Jesus Christ” is ‘God in human flesh’, this Bible also tells us that God never changes.
· Since the Bible tells us that God is the Creator, and God created the world before He wrote His word, God did the same in creation as He did in His word and we can use creation to teach about truths of God’s word.
· We have groups of animals such birds and fish and mammals.  Each group has laws that never change which identify the group.  In addition, we have many applications of these groups such as the variety of birds and the variety of fishes.
· We have laws which never change such as the ‘law of gravity’ and all true laws of science and all true laws of Math.  These laws never change for any reason or circumstance.  This is why we need to understand and remember things like the ‘Scientific Method’.  That method lets us separate God’s true laws of science from the errors from men such as evolution.
· God, Who never changes, uses these Laws in His word.
· For example, Psalms 8 tells us that creation is a witness of God’s character.  Romans 8:22 tells us that creation leaves everyone with no excuse for failing to seek to know God.
· Many people try to make ‘Evolution’ fit in the Bible but it is one of the “doctrines of devils” (1Timothy 4:1).  It teaches that creation, as given to us in Genesis, is a lie.  To accept ‘Evolution’ is to follow a devil and call God a liar.
· The laws of Math are the Bible and the Bible never has an error in math.  Anyone who claims otherwise has made a mistake and is blaming God’s perfect word for their own error.
· 2Timothy 2:15  says: “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”  Dividing is a mathematical function whereby we: ‘separate things by precise rules and obtain precise results’.  People who refuse to apply this law to their understanding of God’s word end up in doctrinal error.  The first application of this rule is to separate “precepts” from applications within the Bible.  People who claim that there are errors, or conflicts, in the Bible have failed to “rightly divide the word of truth“.
· Every place that we see the word “and”, in the Bible, we are to use the law of addition.  If you drop either side of an addition problem, you change the answer.  Likewise, if we ignore either side of where we find the word “and”, in the Bible, we are changing the message from God’s word.
· What is a “line” in the Bible?
· The original Hebrew lets us know that a “line” is a ‘measuring line’.  We measure written language with punctuation.  A sentence is a written part of language designed to convey a message from one person to one or more people.  It is composed of words and punctuation with the punctuation measuring, or controlling, how the words are assembled into the sentence.
· We will cover more of this later.  What is important to understand now is that God’s word literally tells us that God uses the sentence format in His way to “teach knowledge and…make to understand doctrine” (Isaiah 28:9).
· The “line” is what God uses to teach the many applications.  Therefore, the difference between a “precept” and a “line” is what gives us the difference between Bible rules that never change and the many applications which change with circumstances.  Failure to separate these two, in the word of God, is the cause of much doctrinal error.
4. Context is critical
· The word “upon” in our Bible references in Isaiah 28, means: ‘one on top of another’.
· We see this word used in the phrases: “precept upon precept” and a “line upon line”.  Any true “precept”, of the Bible, must agree with app other “precepts” of the Bible.
· Any “line”, quoted from the Bible, must be in context with the surrounding “lines” of the Bible.
· When Satan tempted Jesus, he quoted the Bible.  There was no problem with what he quoted.  However, he left part our and, thereby, perverted the message of the Bible.  Thus, taking a Bible reference out of context is using the method of Satan to pervert the message of God’s word.
· One of the main purposes for teaching Algebra and Geometry is to teach people to think logically.  God’s thinking is “pure” (‘100%’) logic.  Therefore, these subject help us to think in a way that lets us understand God’s word.
· A logical argument is built one step upon another step just like a multi-story building is built one floor upon another floor.
· When building a building or a logical argument, the builder must be sure that lower levels can support upper levels.  One example is someone claiming that they can build a hundred story building on bamboo poles that will hold it above the ground.  With that concept in mind, we can look at an application.
· One source of error is that people give a rule for the Bible and then claim that it only applies to as much as they want.  However, we do not control God’s word.  In addition, our children and followers will take any rule that we give them to the farthest extreme.  Therefore, any argument that we make, based upon the Bible, must be supported when taken to the farthest extreme or it is wrong.  For example, many people claim that ‘social drinking’ is allowed in the Bible for people who are serving God.  However, the rule for the “Nazarite” (Numbers 6) forbid all drinking.  In addition, the Bible teaches that we will answer to God for our influence upon others.  And, drinking alcohol, when taken to extreme, produces drunks, destroys lives, destroys families, destroys societies and, in general, accomplished the work of devils.  Thus, the argument for ‘social drinking’ is not logical, and is not godly, because it is not supported in the extreme measure.
· In addition to any story of a building, and a step in a logical argument, being required to support higher levels, we must recognize that if a lower level is destroyed then everything on top of it falls down.  This is how the World Trade Center buildings were destroyed.  Likewise, showing that there is a critical fault in a lower level argument causes all further arguments based upon that lower level to fail.  I was a Systems Analyst for thirty (30) years and most of the time I was working with teams that only hired people who had at least a B plus GPA from one of the major technical universities of the world and at least ten (10) years of experience.  During that time I was consistently used to test the work of others who claimed that there were no errors in their work.  I was used this way, professionally, because I understood and used this rule of logical arguments.
· People will argue that you have to look at all of their arguments and show errors in everything they have or you must accept their argument.  However, once you show an error in a lower argument, you can ignore everything that is built upon that error.  For example, ‘Evolution’ does not follow the Scientific Method, and can never follow it, because it does not meet the first requirement of being able to be reproduced.  This it is not true science and never can be but is actually a precept of a lying religion.  All further arguments of ‘Evolution’ can be ignored since they are based upon a lie.  The proponents want you to waste your life dealing with all of their lies instead of spending your life learning about God.
· Our Bible references in Isaiah 28 gives us many more rules for understanding God’s word God’s way.  However, those will be dealt with later.  Right now, understand these basic truths and we will move on.
5. In God’s Image
· God made man in His own image (Genesis 1:26-27; Genesis 9:6; 1Corinthians 11:7; 2Corinthians 4:4; Colossians 1:15).  If someone uses a camera to make a picture of you, that picture is an “image”.  It captures the outer form with no, or very little, consideration of the inner person.  Thus, when we look at men and what is true about all men, we can understand the image of God but can not truly understand the inner parts of God such as God’s character and God’s ways.
· For example, our Bible tells us that God has revealed Himself to man as three distinct persons, which we call a Trinity.  Now, imagine a worm trying to understand people and their thinking in things like Calculus.  The worm probably has a better chance of understanding us than we have of completely understanding God.  Even if you found a worm in the shape of a man, that worm would still have the same problems understanding man.  Likewise, man has the same difficulty understanding God.
· The Bible teaches that man has three distinct parts which give us the image of God.  These are our spirit, our body and our soul.  Denial of the doctrine of the Trinity necessitates also denying these three distinct parts of man.  The ‘theory of Evolution’ also depends upon this denial since it denies the existence of our spirit and tries to claim that the soul is part of the body.  It also denies ongoing existence after death in order to deny judgment after physical death.
· Another result of denying the doctrine of the Trinity is that men claim that God is nothing more than a man and then claim that they have more power and authority than God by changing the word of God and demanding that people accept their perversion which they label as a bible.  Once more we have a simple foundational test.  Let them rise from the dead by their own power, like Jesus Christ did.  If they don’t have power over death then they are liars to claim that they have more power and authority than God has.  As a result, they also do not have the power and authority to change God’s word.  However, Satan has his ministers lying and claiming to have this power and authority.
· Moving on, we are told that the three parts of man are an image of the three revealed forms of God.  Man’s spirit is an image of God the Father, who is a Spirit (John 4:24).  God the Son “was made flesh, and dwelt among us” (John 1:14).  Our body is an image of Him and He, in the Gospels, shows us how to live in this flesh using the power of the Holy “Ghost”.  (Please see ljc16121kjv.com for the Study which provides the Bible references to this doctrine.)  God the Holy “Spirit” indwells the believer and deals with the parts of our heart / soul, which are the way we think, the way we make our decisions of will and the way that we react emotionally to the circumstances of life.  (The Biblical definition of our “heart” is the short-term version of these three things and the Biblical definition of our “soul” is the long-term version of these three things.)
· Thus, we see that the three major parts of man are images of the three persons in the Trinity and that denial of the doctrine of the Trinity is a denial of the composition of man.  We see this denial in many books of fiction.  Science Fiction has many books with the idea of creating a new body from different methods including making a man-shaped machine with a computer brain where, somehow, they transfer the brain of a person to this new body and, thereby, avoid death.  However, the real us is not our soul (thinking, will, emotions) but our spirit which resides in the spiritual reality and which they deny the existence of.  Other fiction books recognize the existence of other realities, besides this physical reality, and assume that man will control any reality that he goes into.  Such a belief is an obvious denial of the “lake of fire” (Revelation 19:20; 20:10, 14-15).  Other fiction books imagine men controlling the powers of the spiritual reality and doing ‘magic’.  And while I could go on, the reader should understand that sinful men dream up many ways of denying the truth.  Further, many people devote their lives to these fantasies as a means of denying Bible truth and dealing with the truth of their own judgment by God after their death, neither of which they can truly avoid.
6. Death and Salvation
Genesis 2:17 says: “But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.”  
· A “tree of the knowledge” is an organized set of knowledge.  All of the classes which teach Math is the ‘tree of knowledge of Math’.  Religion claims to be “the tree of the knowledge of good and evil”.  This “knowledge” truly comes from God (Isaiah 28:90), however, all religions claim to give equal or greater “knowledge of good and evil” to what God gives.
· Genesis 3:4-5 says: “And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.”  Here we see that the serpent, speaking for Satan, called God a liar.  And, all religions call the God of the Bible a liar.
· God said that they “shalt surely die”.  Religion claims that they died spiritually but did not die physically.  Religion says nothing about man’s soul.  However, the Bible says that God offers salvation for each of the three parts of man and offers a different salvation for each part.  Therefore, each part must have dies in order for each part needing salvation.
· Even religion agrees that death is separation.  The first death is physical and happens when the soul and spirit are separated from the body.  The second death is spiritual and happens when a soul is cast into the “lake of fire” to be separated from God forever.
· There are fools who claim that physical death is the end of existence.  They can not have any evidence to support their foolishness because if it was true, then no one could come back from death and tell us this truth.  However, there have been uncounted numbers of people in all times and in all parts of the world and in all cultures, who have died and come back to testify that death is not the end of existence.  I personally have died and been revived twice.  Therefore, since we will all die, we need to be prepared for what comes after physical death.
· All people in all cultures and all times worship some god because the true God built into all men the need to have fellowship with God and the recognition that we will be judged for how we live after we die.  Hebrews 9:27 says: “And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment:”.  Therefore, we need to prepare for our own personal judgment while we are in this physical life.
· The Bible promises salvation from God for each of our three parts if we obey God’s word.  Now, we will get into what God says to do later.  However, right now we need to recognize that we only need salvation if we face death.  If religious doctrine was correct in claiming that man only died spiritually, when Adam and Eve sinned, then we would not need salvation of our body and of our soul.
· The main source of error is a wrong definition for the word “death” as it is used in the Bible.  Men use the definition which comes from society but we must use the definition from God’s word if we will understand the truth of God’s word.  The Bible uses the phrase “unto death” 28 times in the Bible with the word “unto” meaning ‘up to and including’.  This is defining a progressive process which continues until the end is reached.  Men use a definition for the word “death” which only considers the end while rejecting to process.  However, the true definition of Bible words is what matches every usage in the Bible.
· So, for example, 2Corinthians 2:16  says: “To the one we are the savour of death unto death; and to the other the savour of life unto life. And who is sufficient for these things?”  Now, most people can understand that life is an ongoing process and that growth is increasing the amount of life, which is accomplished by adding life to life.  However, in addition to our Bible reference saying that the message from God is “the savour of life unto life”, it also says that the message from God is “the savour of death unto death”.  Thus, the truth is that true Biblical “death” is an ongoing process of corruption with the end, of physical death, being when the soul and spirit leave the body.  Likewise, the end, of spiritual death, being when the soul and spirit leave God because corruption can not exist with God.
· Religion recognizes that Adam and Eve died spiritually when they sinned.
· Religion recognizes that death is separation and that Adam and Eve were separated from God when they sinned.  Before their sin, God met them daily in the Garden and visited with them.  After their sin, they were put out of the garden and God only dealt with them indirectly.
· However, while religion claims that they died spiritually, religion also claims that they did not die physically.  In addition, religion says nothing about man’s soul.
· Therefore, religion tells us one third truth, one third error, and ignores one third of the truth.
· The truth from the Bible is that physical death is an ongoing process of corruption.
· Scientists have looked at the design of the body and concluded that it was designed to repair itself and to live forever.
· However, the reproductive process has corruption at the cell level.  This process of corruption continues to spread until it affects all of the cells in our body.  We call this process the ‘aging process’ and no one can honestly deny the existence of aging in all of us.
· If we do not die from some other cause, we will eventually die from this process of corruption.
· People who have a terminal illness often accept this truth and declare themselves to be dead even though they are still in their physical body.  They accept the truth that we all die eventually even while most people deny this truth.
· While religion claims that Adam and Eve did not die when they sinned, the truth is that they did die in that they started the process that day.  Yes, the process took almost a thousand years to complete in Adam, but it started that day and that is why each of us is born with this process in us.
· Adam and Eve also had their souls die that day.
· As already explained, the Bible says that our soul is the way we think, the way we make our decisions of will and the way that we react emotionally to the circumstances of life.  (The Biblical definition of our “heart” is the short-term version of these three things and the Biblical definition of our “soul” is the long-term version of these three things.)
· Out thinking is naturally corrupt, which is why 1Corinthians 2:14 says: “But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.”  In addition, Isaiah 55:8-9 says: “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.”.  And we see this truth expressed in other ways within the Bible.
· God saves our thinking through the process found in Philippians 2:5, which says; “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:”.  This process is also told to us in other places of the Bible but it is only available to people who have accepted Jesus as their personal Lord.
· We also see the evidence of a corrupt will by all of the wars in the world.  One person wants everyone to obey their will and another wants the same and they convince many others to murder everyone who disagrees with the leader.  And, while many people claim that this is only the result of a few corrupt people, the truth is that all babies fuss when there is nothing wrong with them.  They are demanding that mommy do what they want done with no consideration of the consequences of their demands.
· In addition, we all respond in anger and covetousness and other wrong emotions throughout our life.
· Our thinking and our emotional responses and our decisions of our will are all based upon prior experiences in life.  Thus, our wrong decisions lead to greater errors and, if we are honest, each of us can see and understand the ongoing corrupting processes in our own life.
· With these truths recognized, we can now understand the need of God saving all three parts of us and the Bible says that God offers full salvation but that God saves each part using different processes.
· Ephesians 2:6-7 says: “And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.”  The word “hath” is an ‘ongoing verb of existence which started in the past’.  When we accepted Jesus Christ as our personal Lord, and were truly Biblically saved, God immediately moved our spirit into “heavenly places in Christ Jesus”.  No one can take you out of heaven once your spirit gets there.  This is only one of the many Biblical reasons for the doctrine of ‘eternal security’.  And, the Bible truth is that our spirit is saved immediately when we accept Jesus Christ as our personal Lord.
· 1Corinthians 15:50 says: “Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption.”  We already covered how our body is completely corrupted by the aging process as well as other sinful things.  Religious people claim that God will use pare of our existing body to make our new perfect body but that would require “corruption to inherit incorruption” and make this Bible reference a lie.  In addition, 1Corinthians 15:53 says: “For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.”  Now, there is more related doctrine in that section of the Bible but the basic truth is that we must “put off” this corrupted body before we “put on” the new “incorruptible and immortal” body.  This will not happen until after we leave this physical reality and are in Heaven.
· Matthew 1:20-21 says: “But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins.”  In order for Him to “save his people (us) from their (our) sins”, Jesus Christ must get us our of doing ongoing sins in our physical life.  He does this by the ongoing process of saving our soul.  This process starts when we receive Jesus Christ as our personal Lord and continues until we leave this physical reality.  This process makes our character more like the character of Jesus Christ and the more we become like Him, the more we will enjoy Heaven.  Thus, it is for our own good that we cooperate with Jesus Christ in this process.  Hebrews 10:39; James 1:21 and James 5:20 are only a few places where the Bible tells us about the process of “saving of the soul”.
· Thus, we see that God saves all three parts of man because all three parts dies when Adam and Eve sinned.  We see that we are born with a corrupt soul and a corrupt body which have the process of death in them and that we are born with a dead spirit which is separated from God.  In addition, if we die this way, then we will be permanently separated from God in Hell and then in the “lake of fire”.  Further, we see that we need to do what God tells us to do in order to have God save all three parts of us.  Finally, we see that God only does this for people who accept Jesus Christ as their personal Lord in an ongoing personal relationship.
