[bookmark: _Toc40871264]Lessons on How to Study the Bible-3
[bookmark: _Hlk45195572][bookmark: _Toc26551888][bookmark: _Toc40871270]Precepts - Basic Doctrines of the Bible
There are certain basic doctrines (teachings) which we need to have in order to properly understand what we read in the Bible.
1. [bookmark: _Toc40871278][bookmark: _Toc40871277][bookmark: _Toc26551895]Physical Reality Truth
[bookmark: _Hlk35434618]2Corinthians 4:18 says: “While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal.”  This verse is only part of a sentence and the subject of the sentence is different from the point of this section.  Yet, this verse contains a truth which was so fundamental in the thinking of people that Paul did not see the need to expound upon it and to make it clear in the thinking of believers.  As a result, main-stream thinking has denied this truth for so long and so successfully that most people don’t know it and believe the replacement lie instead.  Yet, even with that success, there has been a very popular movie based upon this truth and an even earlier trilogy of movies based upon this truth.  Both were highly popular because God has built into man the ability to recognize certain fundamental truths.
We’ve already covered the fact that everything in this physical reality obviously came from outside of the physical reality.  Now, everyone should recognize that our physical reality has four dimensions with time being the fourth dimension.  The first three dimensions (height, width, and depth) can be argued to go in both directions (up and down, etc) without limit while the fourth dimension, time, only goes forward.  Thus, it is different from the other dimensions.  In addition, there are other implications about this physical reality having a starting point in time, but we will skip those for now.
While main-stream thinking has denied a certain truth for many years, changes in technology make it easier for current generations to understand this fundamental truth about our physical reality.  Our Bible reference says “While we look … at the things which are seen”.  These are things in our physical reality. Our Bible reference continues with “for the things which are seen are temporal”.  That is: they exist within the fourth dimension of the physical reality which is called time.  Then, our Bible reference continues with “but the things which are not seen are eternal”.  Thus, it is referencing “things” which are not part of this physical reality which is “temporal” (limited by time).  Therefore, our reference is speaking about things which are outside of the physical reality and the context of our reference makes it clear that the reference is speaking about “things” in the spiritual reality which the physical reality was made from.
As a side note: one of the things which the God-deniers have problems with is the fact that things in the spiritual reality, which are outside of the physical reality, do not have a limit of time.  Their one argument is: When did God start / Where did God come from?  However, these questions assume that God is limited to this physical reality and, therefore, must have a time limit.
Returning to our main thought, the physical reality is a sub-set of the spiritual reality.  In addition, the relationship between the two realities can be best understood by thinking about a multiple-player game on a computing device.  The computing devices, and the game, are part of this physical reality but not all of it.  A player is attached to the game when they join it and they are detached from the game when they quit it.  Within the game, the player is represented by an ‘avatar’ while they are attached to the game.  Likewise, as explained in the next section, we each have a spirit which is attached to our body at birth and is detached at death.  Our body is our ‘avatar’ in this physical reality.  The truths which made the movies ‘Avatar’ and ‘Matrix’ so popular dealt with this truth.  The God-deniers try to deny that anything exists outside of the physical reality in spite of the many evidences, some of which have already been presented in this book, which prove that the physical reality cannot be all that exists.
Our Bible reference tells us that true Bible students and believers do not just “look at the things which are seen” (the physical reality) but they also consider (“look at”) the things of the spiritual reality which is outside of the physical reality and encompasses the physical reality.  Our chapter also tells us “the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not” (2Corinthians 4:4) and their blinded mind refuses to consider the truth of the spiritual reality and the true relationship between it and the physical reality.
The basic truth is that our spirit, which is in the spiritual reality, is attached to our body, which is our ‘avatar’ in this physical reality at birth. Our spirit is detached at death and this is just like someone joining and quitting a multiple-player video game with the physical reality being the virtual reality (“temporal”) that we are attached to for only a short time.  All of this life is a test to determine our position in the eternal spiritual reality.  We will be in Heaven or in the “lake of fire” (Revelation 19:20; 20:10, 14-15) and our position in each is determined by what we do in this physical reality that is related to the spiritual reality and our obedience to the commandments of God which are related to the spiritual reality.
2. In the Beginning
Our Bible starts with: “In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.” (Genesis 1:1).  Probably more than any other book in the Bible, Genesis is attacked by God deniers.  They may give themselves fancy titles like ‘Agnostic’, ‘Liberal Theologian’ or one of the many other titles they may dream up.  However, at the bottom of all of their fancy arguments they deny the existence of God and / or claim that if God exists then God does not have the power and authority that the Bible claims that the true God has.  In pretty much every case they deny some, or all, of the doctrine found in Genesis.  In addition to those people, many people who think that they are Bible believers have actually accepted some of the doctrines which come from these God deniers.  Since the only true purpose for studying the word of God is to find out about God, Approaching the Bible from a mind-set which accepts doctrine (teaching) from God deniers is going to cause us to approach the truth with a closed mind.
[bookmark: _Hlk35433504]In Mark 4:9 we read: “And he (Jesus) said unto them, He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.”  (The note for that verse, in the Book Study on the Gospel of Mark on ljc1611kjv.com, provides a more detailed explanation.)  The true saying goes: ‘There is none so deaf as he who will not hear.  There is none so blind as he who will not see.’  
The fool says: ‘My mind’s made up.  Don’t confuse me with the facts’.  Since time is a dimension of this physical reality, If we go back in time there must be a start of the physical reality.  The people who claim that our physical reality started with a ‘Big Bang’, are partially right.  This physical reality must have been created by another reality that is outside of the physical and does not have the limitation if time.  In addition, the only way that we can have laws that are always true, like the law of gravity and the laws of math, is if this physical reality was created by an ordered process, which requires an intelligence controlling toe process.  Thus, we have the proof of the existence of God.  In addition, everywhere and men recognize that there must be a God.  The people who deny the existence of a Creator are willfully ignoring the evidence that All men can see if they are willing to open their minds.
If people can get you to deny creation then they can get you to doubt, and often deny, other truths which are in the Bible.  Now, obviously, this is not the time, nor place, to deal with this subject in detail but I will give a very quick set of answers which the God deniers cannot answer.
First, we exist.  We are in this physical reality until our death.  So, the first question is: ‘Where did everything come from and how did it get here if you deny the God of the Bible and the account of creation found in the Bible?’  Now there is a lying religion, which claims to be science, and gives impossible explanations for these questions.  People deliberately turn off their brains and willfully accept foolishness believing that their denial will set aside the consequences of their denial.  Invite such people to prove the power of their denial by diving off a 30-story building in their birthday suit, to prove that they are only relying on their own power of denial, and with nothing below them before the sudden stop at ground level.  If their denial cannot set aside the law of gravity, then it cannot set aside death and the warnings of judgment following death.
Now, the ‘Big Bang’ theory of creation has been pretty much discredited, but some people still believe it and others claim that they can deny creation even while having no other explanation of how we got here.  I used to like blowing things up when I was young.  The math used to prove all true laws of the universe, such as gravity, tells us that it is impossible to get an ordered result, such as this physical reality, from a random process such as the ‘Big Bang’ theory.  The fact that we have laws like the law of gravity proves that this physical reality is ordered.  In simpler terms, the most fundamental law of all science is the requirement of replication.  So, tell those people to start blowing things up until they find a way for all of the results of the explosion to be lined up like church pews.  Until they can do that, they do not have anything that is scientific but they only have the tenant of a lying religion which claims to be science but requires people to accept their lies as scientific fact based upon faith in the speaker when faith is always part of a religion.
One thing which they should accept is that everything in this physical reality changes with time and, therefore, must have had a beginning.  This means that nothing existed before the beginning and, as a result, everything in the physical reality must have come from outside of the physical reality.  Ask them upon what basis they claim to be an authority to speak on what happens outside of the physical reality.  If they cannot produce any reliable evidence for claiming such authority, then they are a prideful liar who demands that others accept their lies as truth.  If they ask you to produce the same, you can show them the word of God and the many evidences within it which prove that the true author was the creator of this physical reality.
Now, one thing to be careful of is doctrine from ‘good godly Bible believing fundamental Baptist preachers’ who preach a doctrine compromised by these lies.  For example, such preachers claim: ‘God stood on nothing and created this world out of nothing’.  That is nice sounding religion which is not Bible.  The Bible tells us that: “God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.” (John 4:24).  It also tells us that in His spiritual home, called Heaven, God has a “throne” (Psalms 45:6; Psalms 47:7, Matthew 5:34, Matthew 23:22, Hebrews 1:8, Revelation 4:5; Re 5:6; Revelation  7:10-11,15,17; Revelation  12:5; Revelation  14:5; Revelation  19:4-5; Revelation  22:1,3).  God has a “street of gold” (Revelation 22:21).  God has a “sea of glass” (Revelation 4:6) and much more in His spiritual reality.  So, God sat on His “throne” or walked on His “street of gold” or stood by His “sea of glass” or did whatever He chose to do while He made this physical reality from the spiritual reality.  Now, for many people, this distinction will not be important.  However, it is quite important if you want to answer some doctrinal errors which are popular.
By God creating the physical reality from the spiritual reality, the physical reality becomes a mathematical subset of the spiritual reality.  This means that beings in the spiritual reality can, and do, affect the physical reality in ways which are outside of the rules for the physical reality.  Such actions are miracles and devils who are spiritual beings, can do miracles so long as God does not stop them.
The next thing is critically important.  It means that things done within the physical reality cannot force a change in the spiritual reality where the thing changed is in the spiritual reality but is outside of the limits of the physical reality.  In simple language, all religious doctrine which claims that things done physically, such as baptism by immersion, cannot force a change in the spiritual reality such as forcing God to spiritually save someone.  In addition, when we do what the word of God tells us to do in order to receive a promise of God, and we obey in faith, we give God the legal evidence that He needs in order to shut the mouth of Satan.  Satan accuses God of acting like Satan and taking away our free will.  (All sin is addictive and takes away our free will.) For example, Satan has men claiming that God ‘forces His grace on us against our free will’.  Every promise of God, in the Bible, is worded so that we know what we will receive but God still chooses when and how He will keep His promise.  Thus, we must believe the promise and obey the Bible even though we do not know when and how God will keep His promise.  That is where the faith comes in and our example is Abraham who is still waiting for some of the promises and who told people that He and Sarah would have a baby even when Sarah was too old.  Thus, our act of faith does not force God to act but it gives God the legal evidence that we acted in our own free will when Satan claims that God took away our free will to force His promise on us.
Please reread the prior paragraph and meditate on it.  There are many lies out there about faith and the results of faith and a student of the word of God needs to clearly understand this truth.  Your act of faith does not force God to keep His promise nor does it allow you to dictate to God when and how He must keep His promise.
A simple example of this truth is the promise of: “Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord” (Romans 12:19; R Romans 13:4; Deuteronomy 32:35,43; Psalms 94:1-3; Nahum 1:2-3; Hebrews 10:30).  God can “repay” by giving us blessings or by hurting the other person or by doing any combination of the two.  In addition, God can “repay” in this reality or in eternity or by doing any combination of the two.  The person who claims to turn something over to God and then tries to dictate these things to God has not really turned it over to God.
So, we started out with creation and dealt, in a general way, with the God deniers as they relate to creation, then dealt with the fact that this physical reality is a subset of the spiritual realist and is created from the spiritual reality.  We also, lightly, touched on one of the consequences of this truth and how it affects our faith.  Now we will lightly deal with ‘Evolution’, which is the second main tenant of the lying religion which claims to be science.  By dealing with these two lies, it is hoped that the reader learns, and understands, that their attitude about foundational beliefs has a profound effect upon their understanding of the word of God.
When we deal with ‘Evolution’, the main thing to realize is that the arguments about it have been going on since the time of Darwin and will continue to go on, probably until the return of our Lord, because the proponents have learned how to suck people into arguing about minor points, which can never be proved, and ignoring the main points which prove this thing to be an obvious lie.  Now, you can spend your entire life and ministry dealing with the minor points of this argument, and some people do.  They can take pride in ‘standing for the Lord’, but it prevents them from doing things which God puts at a higher priority, such as taking the Gospel to people who have never heard it.
One of the problems with spending time listening to these arguments is that you can get sucked into them and, like Schofield, try to change the word of God to accommodate the lie.  That is what he did with his ‘gap theory’.  The other option is to consider the obvious major lie and ignore all of the rest of the distraction until they answer the major lie, which they cannot do.
People have argued about ‘the missing link’ like it is the only ‘missing link’ in their ‘chain of evolution’.  However, there are, supposedly, millions of ‘missing links’ and they all have to be found in order to prove their theory.  (Their lie will never be proven since it is scientifically and mathematically impossible.) In addition, every claim of finding ‘the missing link’, between man and apes, has been proven to be a fraud.  And while this and all related arguments are interesting, they distract from the foundational problem, which is called ‘spontaneous life’.  My suggestion is to ignore all of this argument until someone claims to have, properly, solved the problem of ‘spontaneous life’.  Instead, concentrate on giving out the Gospel.
If you don’t know about ‘spontaneous life’, it is simple.  The ‘theory of Evolution’ picks up where ‘Big Bang Theory’ ends.  Both are a denial of God.  Both require that everything in this physical existence come into being without the control and even without any input by a living being.  (If they admit to a living being involved then they have to explain their denial of intelligence which, when combined with the obvious power involved, results in an admittance of the existence of God.)  Life begets life and no life exists anywhere which did not come from another life.  In order for the ‘theory of Evolution’ to work, we must have inert (non-moving) chemicals in an environment where there is no life of any type to interfere and those inert (non-moving) chemicals must produce a form of life which moves of its own accord.  Good luck waiting for that to happen.
All logical arguments are like buildings.  One argument / story is built upon the prior.  When the plans destroyed a floor of the World Trade Center, it did not matter how fancy the materials and construction methods of the floors above were.  They fell when their foundation was removed.  Likewise, it does not matter how fancy the arguments for ‘the theory of Evolution’ are if their foundation of ‘spontaneous life’ is not sustained.  Therefore, the true Bible student can ignore all pother arguments about ‘the theory of Evolution’ until someone proves how ‘spontaneous life’ happens.
1. [bookmark: _Toc40871279]
In God’s Image
God made man in His own image (Genesis 1:26-27; Genesis 9:6; 1Corinthians 11:7; 2Corinthians 4:4; Colossians 1:15).  If someone uses a camera to make a picture of you, that picture is an “image”.  It captures the outer form with no, or very little, consideration of the inner person.  Our Bible tells us that God has revealed Himself to man as three distinct persons, which we call a Trinity.  Now, imagine a worm trying to understand people and their thinking in things like Calculus.  The worm probably has a better chance of understanding us than we have of completely understanding God.  Even if you found a worm in the shape of a man, that worm would still have the same problems understanding man.  Likewise, man has the same difficulty understanding God.
There are two basic sources of all doctrine which claims to come from the Bible.  One source is the church in Antioch of Syria, which sent Paul out as their missionary, and Alexandria of Egypt which was the center of worldly learning at the time of the early church age.  Antioch of Syria gives us the doctrine of the Trinity.  Alexandria of Egypt denied the doctrine of the Trinity and had all of the people claiming to be Christians turn to Islam when Mohammed came around.  That source of doctrinal error teaches things like ‘all saved have Christ in them’ where the Bible teaches ‘all saved have the holy “Spirit” in them and they must maintain their ongoing personal relationship to Christ in order to have Christ in them’.  The first is based upon a denial of the doctrine of the Trinity and the second is based upon the recognition of the doctrine of the Trinity.
The Bible teaches that man has three distinct parts which give us the image of God.  These are our spirit, our body and our soul.  Denial of the doctrine of the Trinity necessitates also denying these three distinct parts of man.  The ‘theory of Evolution’ also depends upon this denial since it denies the existence of our spirit and tries to claim that the soul is part of the body.
Another result of denying the doctrine of the Trinity is that men claim that God is nothing more than a man and then claim that they have more power and authority than God by changing the word of God and demanding that people accept their perversion which they label as a bible.  Once more we have a simple foundational test.  Let them rise from the dead by their own power, like Jesus Christ did.  If they don’t have power over death then they are liars to claim that they have power and authority to change God’s word.  However, beware, during the “great tribulation”, while all true members of the “bride of Christ” are in Heaven, the devil will deceive many into thinking that he has this power.  However, the truly saved will not be in this physical reality to be deceived at that time.
The three parts of man are an image of the three revealed forms of God.  Man’s spirit is an image of God the Father, who is a Spirit (John 4:24).  God the Son “was made flesh, and dwelt among us” (John 1:14).  Our body is an image of Him and He, in the Gospels, shows us how to live in this flesh using the power of the holy “Ghost”.  (Please see ljc16121kjv.com for the Study which provides the Bible references to this doctrine.)  God the holy “Spirit” indwells the believer and deals with the parts of our heart / soul, which are the way we think, the way we make our decisions of will and the way that we react emotionally to the circumstances of life.  (The Biblical definition of our “heart” is the short-term version of these three things and the Biblical definition of our “soul” is the long-term version of these three things.)
Thus, we see that the three major parts of man are images of the three persons in the Trinity and that denial of the doctrine of the Trinity is a denial of the composition of man.
We see this denial in many books of fiction.  Science Fiction has many books with the idea of creating a new body from different methods including making a man-shaped machine with a computer brain where, somehow, they transfer the brain of a person to this new body and, thereby, avoid death.  However, the real us is not our soul (thinking, will, emotions) but our spirit which resides in the spiritual reality and which they deny the existence of.  Other fiction books recognize the existence of other realities, besides this physical reality, and assume that man will control any reality that he goes into.  Such a belief is an obvious denial of the “lake of fire” (Revelation 19:20; 20:10, 14-15).  Other fiction books imagine men controlling the powers of the spiritual reality and doing ‘magic’.  And while I could go on, the reader should understand that sinful men dream up many ways of denying the truth and that many people devote their lives to these fantasies as a means of denying Bible truth and dealing with the truth of their own judgment by God after their death, neither of which they can truly avoid.
4. [bookmark: _Toc40871280]Authorities:
Throughout the Gospels we read about the Jewish religious leaders being upset with Jesus because he had evidence from God that He was the messenger from God and He did not agree with their doctrine nor did He bow to their authority.  Eventually, they got the people worked up enough that they demanded that Jesus be crucified.  It took a while, but eventually they lost their positions, their country, their descendants were scattered and persecuted everywhere they went and more of the judgment of God came upon them.
Next, we have the account of Paul.  He answered the people that criticized him more than once but that did not stop their lies.  They claimed that Paul did not have credentials and that Paul’s disciples should follow them because of their religious credentials.  Finally, in Philippians 3, Paul writes that he had better credentials than any of his critics but that religious credentials didn’t matter when speaking for God while evidence of the power of God did matter.  According to the Book of Acts, many thousands of Jews were saved and joined the Jerusalem Church.  
Then, in Acts 15:1 we read: “And certain men which came down from Judaea taught the brethren, and said, Except ye be circumcised after the manner of Moses, ye cannot be saved.”  This led to the council of Jerusalem which ended up writing to the Gentile churches “Forasmuch as we have heard, that certain which went out from us have troubled you with words, subverting your souls, saying, Ye must be circumcised, and keep the law: to whom we gave no such commandment:” (Acts 15:24).  At this point, the religious leaders of the Jerusalem Church did right.  However, when we get to Acts 21, we see that the saved people in the church, who want to have authority because of their religious credentials, and stirred up the people against Paul and caused “many thousands of Jews there are which believe; and they are all zealous of the law” (Acts 21:20).  That is, they were “all zealous” of religious traditions which God had done away with but which were kept because people who claimed authority based upon traditions and religious credentials made them this way.  These people demanded that Paul do a religious ceremony instead of the church looking at the facts.  They started a riot which resulted in Paul being arrested and eventually beheaded.  
Then, God sent in the Roman Army who tore down the Temple so that it was impossible for the saved to keep the Jewish religious traditions.  In addition, according to history, the Roman Army killed many including these saved Jews, their families and their followers.  
Peter was the head of the Jerusalem church but when He wrote his first letter, after the Roman Army had gone through Jerusalem, he wrote “to the strangers scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia”.  That is: he wrote to the non-Jews (“strangers”) who were not in Jerusalem (“scattered throughout”) because his home church in Jerusalem was not there to be ministered to.  When Peter wrote his second letter he wrote it: “to them that have obtained like precious faith with us through the righteousness of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ”.  In other words, he no longer was making the distinction between saved Jews and saved Gentiles which had caused all of the problems that led to God killing off so many saved Jews.
The lesson here is very simple.  If there is a dispute between traditional religious leaders who are basing their authority on credentials given by men, and other authorities who have the evidence of the power of God behind them, you will bring destruction upon yourself and your family and followers if you follow anything but the evidence of the power of God.
Now, there are other Bible references I could cite but I will give a couple of simple tests and then move on.
The fact is that most people are not qualified to argue doctrine based upon Bible truths because they do not know Bible truths well enough.  Most people contend for the traditions which they have been taught.  While that that can be argued to be good or bad, the Bible gives us a couple of simple tests which will eliminate most of the religious error that we hear.
In Isaiah 28, God gives us His basic procedures for finding the single interpretation of the Bible and the multiple applications.  However, that chapter is full of symbolic language which most people have a hard time understanding.  What can be understood, fairly simply, is that the first eight (8) verses tell us that God will curse the priests of “Ephraim” who had the best religious credentials but were “drunkards” and devoted their life to the lusts of the flesh.  Thus, it should be fairly simple to understand that God will not bless someone who devotes their life to the lusts of the flesh regardless of what religious credentials they have.  Therefore, we are to refuse any doctrine from a religious leader who is living in obvious sin regardless of what religious credentials they claim.
Then, in Isaiah 28:8, we read: “For all tables are full of vomit and filthiness, so that there is no place clean.”.  In 1John 1:9 we read “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”  Thus, these people in Isaiah 28 have not “confessed their sins” and have not let Jesus “cleanse them from all unrighteousness” but insist that their religious ceremonies compensate for their sins.  Therefore, we are to refuse any doctrine from a religious leader who claims that ceremonies replace our personal responsibility to live a righteous life and this is regardless of what religious credentials they claim.
Finally, we should reject any doctrine that comes from someone who mishandles the “word of God”.  More details on this will follow but the obvious evidence is if they correct their 1611-KJV.  One of the worst is the Roman Catholic Church.  Granted, they didn’t stop at claiming that the pope speaks for God, is a modern Biblical “antichrist”, but they wrote their own bible.  Now some may object to these statements but let me give a couple of simple examples.  They claim that all of the bible must be spiritualized and only priests who have been trained by them can do this spiritualization.  I am not exaggerating.  My dad was on a first-name basis with three bishops who became cardinals and I personally discussed Catholic doctrine with several bishops, priests and cardinals.  
An example of their ‘spiritualization” is a nun insisting that Genesis 4:1 has nothing to do with sex when it says: “And Adam knew Eve his wife; and she conceived, and bare Cain, and said, I have gotten a man from the LORD.”  The priest supported her when she claimed that you could not take that literally but that it was telling us about a spiritual discussion that a man and his wife had.  I am not exaggerating.  I asked them how they could expect anyone to be so stupid as to believe such an obvious lie but, with the number of Roman Catholics there are, obviously lots of people turn off their brains when it comes to religion.  That said, there are lots of other people and lots of other religions which do similar things which may not be as obvious.  However, it does not matter how obvious they are.  God gave each of us a brain and expects us to use it to the best of our ability when it comes to the subject of God, religion and our everlasting destination.  When someone is blatantly mishandling the “word of God”, reject every doctrine which comes from them.
Now, some fools say: ‘they say so much that is good’.  Satan quoted the Bible.  The problem wasn’5t the “good” that he said but was with the part he left out which allowed him to pervert what he did quote.  It has been said that the most believable lie is at least 98% truth.  1Corinthians 5:6 and Galatians 5:9 say: “A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump.”  That is: a little poison in your doctrine turns it all into poison.  A little excuse to sin turns your entire life to sin.  It does not matter how much “good” they do nor how much “good things” they say, if they are blatantly mishandling the “word of God” then they will lead you into sin and destruction.  Reject everything that they say.
The next most obvious evidence, of someone blatantly mishandling the “word of God”, is if they take part of the Bible, such as a verse, out of context for what they preach.  I’ve heard preachers read a verse and say that they were ‘taking one word of that verse for their jumping off place’ and preached something that had nothing to do with the Bible reference.  It does not matter how true what they preached was.  If they were truly directed by God then God would have directed them to a place in His word which said that truth and people could base their faith on the “word of God’ instead of on the preaching of man.  That said, there are many variations and degrees of this error.  However, the test is simple, if someone is preaching ‘their convictions’ instead of what the “word of God’ literally says then we are probably going to be led into doctrinal error, at some point, if we continue to follow them.
There are many more tests for proper Biblical authority but this is a book on basic doctrine and the prior tests are the basic tests of proper Biblical authority.  With that covered, we will move on.


5. [bookmark: _Toc26551896][bookmark: _Toc40871281]Attitude:
In Matthew 15 and Mark 7 we read that the Pharisees were criticizing Jesus and His disciples for not keeping their religious rules and Jesus said: “Do not ye yet understand, that whatsoever entereth in at the mouth goeth into the belly, and is cast out into the draught? But those things which proceed out of the mouth come forth from the heart; and they defile the man” (Matthew 15:17-18).  All throughout the Bible we read that God is far more concerned with the attitudes of our heart than he is about our religious actions.  Therefore, when we come to the Bible to study it, we need to realize that there are religious people who teach a wrong attitude about how to study the “word of God” and there are people who teach a godly attitude.  We must accept the godly attitude if we wish to receive blessings from God instead of cursing.  
The people who teach doctrinal error are concerned with things on the outside, as opposed to internal matters.  Instead of looking at God who “moved holy men”, we much like to move a pen to write the “word of God” (2Peter 1:21).  When we write something, the pen puts down the ink but we are doing the writing and determine what is wrote.  Likewise, God determined what He wrote in His word.  If that as not true then we could not hold God to what is written in His word and we have no basis for any claims of blessings from God including everlasting salvation. 
a. Lost men, who erroneously claim to be some authority, look at the men that God used instead of looking at God.  Their claims are equivalent to claiming that a pen determined what is written in any document such as a book.  This is obvious foolishness.  Based upon this erroneous basis, these self-appointed authorities declare the men used to be fallible, and conclude that there must be errors in the “word of God”.  People who are godly look at the indwelling holy “Spirit” and how He changes a man from the inside to the outside.  They look at holy men” who are controlled by God and conclude that the “word of God” is infallible because it is controlled and preserved by God.  The self-appointed authority looks for errors and declares that any errors found are in the “perfect word of God” (2Samuel 22:31; Job 36:4; Psalms 18:30; 1John 2:5) instead of admitting that the errors are from their own erroneous assumptions and erroneous method of interpretation.  The honest person declares that all errors are due to fallible man and man’s using the wrong way to interpret and understand the “word of God”.  They understand that it is man who is the source of error and not the “perfect word of God”.  The method which you decide to follow will determine if you are personally wise or a fool.  The method that you chose to use will also determine the results that you will personally reap in your life.
b. We are to study God’s word.  We do not have the power, or the authority, to challenge God.  Therefore, we do not have the power, or the authority, to challenge God’s written word.  The theme of Job 40 could be said to be: ‘Who do you think you are to question God?’  Basically, we need to realize our true position, power and authority relative to God.  We need to realize that Satan and devils are real and that they influence foolish religious people to challenge God.  Those people, like the devils, will suffer for their attitudes after they have provided too much evidence, with their life, that they cannot deny their sinful attitude when they are judged by God.  Such people not only challenge God, but they also encourage others to also challenge God.  However, all who challenge God will, eventually, suffer for it.  Therefore, if we wish to be wise and not be fools, we will refuse to listen to any voice which challenges God’s position, power and authority.  In particular, we need to have an attitude that we are fools to listen to any voice which challenges, or even questions, what is literally written in God’s word.  Yes, there is symbolic language in the “word of God”, but God’s word lets us know when it is using such.  We will deal with that detail later.  However, we need to start with a general attitude that we prove ourselves to be fools if we challenge what God wrote in His word and we also are fools to listen to any voice which encourages us to challenge what God wrote in the “word of God”.
c. Genesis 3:1 says: “Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?”  Like Satan, the ministers of Satan are “subtil”.  
i. One author who wrote a book which is often referenced for how to study the Bible starts out with: ‘First, we must recognize that the Bible is written to, or about distinct classes.’  This sounds good but is completely wrong and gets us looking the wrong way when we approach God’s word.  First, we must realize that God’s word was written by God (2Peter 1:21) for the purpose of revealing Himself to man.  Secondly, we must realize that “God is a Spirit” (John 4:24).  Therefore, we are not looking at people but at God and we are not to look first at the physical perspective but at the spiritual perspective.
ii. Next, he writes ‘Second, we must inquire of each Scripture, whether book, section, or passage, to whom it is written, and righteously give to each the portion belonging to it.’  Yes, there are promises written specifically to the Jews and it is wrong to ‘claim’ those promises for other people.  However, most of the Bible was written with the intention that God wanted to instruct all men.  Therefore, this attitude that he suggests causes men to refuse to obey God’s commandments because they think ‘that doesn’t apply to me’.
iii. Next, he writes ‘Third, we must know Dispensational Truth.  Fourth, we must put truth in its proper dispensational relation.’  
· All forms of the word “dispensation” occur only 4 times in the Bible (1Corinthians 9:17; Ephesians 1:10; Ephesians 3:2; Colossians 1:25).  Meanwhile, the word “Lord” occurs 8015 times.  He would have us set, as a fundamental doctrine, what he teaches about “Dispensational” lies and ignore, or lightly treat, men’s refusal to obey their “Lord”.  As several preachers have preached: ‘We Need to Major on the Majors and Minor on the Minors’.  We need to realize that what God writes about a lot in His word is what He wants us to pay close attention to and what God barely mentions we are to treat lightly or even ignore until we fully understand the more important things.
· In the Bible we see “dispensation” used for:
· A “dispensation of the gospel” (1Corinthians 9:17)
· A “dispensation of time” (Ephesians 1:10)
· A “dispensation of the grace of God” (Ephesians 3:2)
· A “dispensation of ministry” (Colossians 1:25)
· Notice that the “dispensation of time” only occurs once.  This detail is covered more in the Hermeneutics class but God gives us a rule for “rightly dividing” rules that apply to everyone from what God uses in our personal relationship with Him to tell us something that only applies to us and, possibly, to those whom we lead.  The rule is that the “word of God’ must have something written literally at least twice for it to be a law which applies to everyone.  This “dispensation of time” does NOT meet that requirement.
iv. This truth brings us to the next important attitude which we must have when we study the Bible.  There are things in the Bible which are meant for everyone and things which God gives for us only.  We must separate them and not try to make others follow what God shows us to apply only to us.
v. Not only does this “dispensation of time”, and similar types of erroneous doctrine, fail to meet the test to be a doctrine which applies to everyone, but it is used to teach doctrinal error about salvation and is used to send people to Hell.  If we participate in such, God will hold us responsible for the blood of everyone who goes to Hell because we taught this doctrinal error (Ezekiel 22:4; 1Corinthians 11:27).  The specific error which is taught is that men were saved differently in different “dispensation of time”.  It also teaches that people had to keep the Mosaic Law in order to be saved while the Mosaic law was in effect.  However, Romans 4:12-16; Galatians 3:7-29 and Hebrews 11:8-17 all teach that salvation is received by believing the promise of God like Abraham believed.  In addition, Galatians 3:17 says: “And this I say, that the covenant, that was confirmed before of God in Christ, the law, which was four hundred and thirty years after, cannot disannul, that it should make the promise of none effect.”.  Therefore, the Mosaic law did not change the way of salvation.
vi. While I could go on about doctrinal error when it comes to how to study the Bible, there is a very basic truth which will suffice if people keep to it.  God wrote what he meant and meant what he wrote.  As one Bible commentator wrote, “If the Bible makes literal sense seek no other sense.”
d. Another author on how to study the Bible started his book with:
"Scripture in hand, diligent in study, what is my safeguard as to understanding it? My own competency? Its suitability to what is in me and around, which is most divinely true? Oh, no!... Let man humbly take his place of subjection, and God will not deny Himself — the Spirit never fails to honor the Lord Jesus; and it is written, 'If any man will do His will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God.' Blessed ground this for man's soul to rest upon in contrast with the theologian or infidel ground of human competency and human diligence. To the spirit of obedience and subjection all is sure." Doing, according to the word of the Lord, must go before knowing. There must be a readiness to do His will if we would know or understand His doctrine; but the pride of man would put it the other way — I must know His word, before I yield obedience to His will.

Notice the difference in attitude of this author as opposed to the prior author. Where the prior author developed his own understanding of what he thought was right and then wanted to use scripture to support his own beliefs, this author tells us to obey what the scripture plainly says and expect understanding to come from God after the obedience.
6. [bookmark: _Toc26551899][bookmark: _Toc40871282][bookmark: _Toc26551897]Basic Procedure:
There are lots of religions out there which claim that what they preach is the ‘pure word’ that came from their ‘holy man’.  When you ask for a way to verify their claim it turns out that there is no way to verify their word.  You have to have faith in them, or in their religious leader, and they did not come back from the dead by their own power, like Jesus Christ did.  Therefore, none of these people can provide evidence that they have more authority than Jesus Christ has.  Therefore, anything which they claim, which also contradicts what is literally written in the KJV-1611 Bible, is from the “doctrines of devils” (1Timothy 4:1).

In addition, we have many contradicting doctrines which all claim to come from the Bible.  They cannot do so since God does not change (Malachi 3:6; Hebrews 13:8) and God would have to change in order for the “word of God” to say one thing in one place and a contradicting thing in another place.  You have a better chance of gravity failing than you have of the truth of the “word of God” contradicting itself.

The fact is that people are lazy, and are especially intellectually lazy.  Many liars and false prophets rely on this fact and gain followers by claiming that the Bible says what people want to believe and will be too intellectually lazy to verify what they believe.  The “word of God” warns us with “He that hath ears to hear, let him hear” (Matthew 11:15; Matthew 13:9, 43; Mark 4:9,23; Mark 7:16; Luke 8:8; Luke 14:35; Revelation 2:7,17).  The “word of God” warns us that God expects us to use the brain that He gave us and verify what we are told comes from the “word of God”.  Anyone who is too intellectually lazy to do their own personal verification will suffer the judgment of God for being a Biblical “fool”.

Every person whom I have met, who also teaches how to study the Bible and was willing to talk about the procedure that they taught, taught procedures written by men.  The same is true for every preacher who was taught this subject in Bible School with the exception of those whom I have taught.  I teach a procedure which comes directly from Isaiah 28.  Now, I have heard of people who teach or use at least part of the procedure that I use.  However, I have never met not contacted them.  In addition, to the best of my knowledge, those people only use part of the procedure that I teach.  As a result, the missing parts, of the full procedure from the Bible, can result in their having a less-than-perfect interpretation of the “word of God”.  I am not criticizing them.  The fact that others have found at least some parts of what God gave to me show that God is also giving to others as much as they can handle.  Quite frankly, I started putting at least 20 hours-per-week in 2000, and upped it to at least 40 hours-per-week until 2020 and plan on continuing this rate as long as God allows me to do so.  I believe you will find extremely few people who can be that “diligent” (Hebrews 11:6).  As a result, it should be expected that their “reward” would be proportionally less. Please understand, I am not “boasting” but am simply stating my qualifications from God.  Definitely, if you find someone who has more evidence of God working through them to produce an interpretation without errors and without conflicts, follow them instead of the procedure that I provide.  However, until you find such a source, know that many godly preachers have testified that the results which I have cannot come from the natural man but are possible only by God using me to help His people understand the ” word of God” without errors.

That written, the procedure that I teach is incompletely written on ljc1611kjv.com under the Hermey Menu Item.  Below is a very small summary of that procedure.  The full procedure is provided to cover every contingency such as is required to truly prove the procedure.  What is below is sufficient for the beginning Bible student to use.
a. Stop listening to anyone who teaches doctrinal error.  Yes, such people will teach ‘good things’.  However, “A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump.” (1Corinthians 5:6; Galatians 5:9).  The little bit of poison that they put into their doctrine will turn your entire life into one that excuses ongoing sin.  The simplest way to identify these people is:
i. They excuse ongoing sins of the flesh (Isaiah 28:1-7).
ii. They excuse replacing our personal relationship with Jesus Christ by ceremonies and fancy religious things (Isaiah 28:8).
iii.  They have a “spirit” which matches a devil and does not match the holy “Spirit” of God (1John 4:1).
b.  Be saved, sanctified and pass God’s Test of Spiritual Maturity (1Corinthians Book Study on ljc1611kjv.com).  Until you can pass that test, listen only to the teaching of the church where God has placed you (Isaiah 28:9).
c. Understand that the word “upon” means: ‘one on top of another’.  This word is used eleven (11) times in Isaiah 28 and makes keeping Bible reference in context absolutely mandatory.  Probably, at least 90% of Biblical errors can be eliminated just by going to the place of a quoted Bible reference and checking if the person is taking the reference out of context.  Even if you can’t say exactly what the entire context is saying, you should be able to understand the context enough to know if what the person is claiming is related to the context within the Bible or not.  If their claim does not match the context then reject their claim and their doctrine.
d. Learn God’s truths which never change for any reason (“precept”) such as the law of gravity, in creation, and the law that anything said literally at least two times is part of God’s law that everyone must believe and that will be used to judge everyone (Isaiah 28:9).
i. Jesus used this truth when arguing doctrine with the Jewish religious leaders (John 8:17).
ii. One of the simplest “precepts” to understand is that God always hates sin and will not let it into His presence.  That is why He turned His back on His “only begotten Son” (Matthew 27:46; Mark 15:34) after God “hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin” (2Corinthians 5:21).
iii. All religions which claim any form of ‘salvation’ while the people continue in a life-style of sin, with no judgment for the sin, are proclaiming “doctrines of devils” (1Timothy 4:1).
iv. Another simple “precept” to understand is that God would be a murderer to send His “only begotten Son” to die and go to Hell to pay for our sins if there was any other way to get into Heaven.  All religions which claim any form of ‘works salvation’ are proclaiming “doctrines of devils” (1Timothy 4:1).
v. This type of study is often called a ‘Subject Study’ and can be sub-divided into a ‘Word Study’ and a ‘Doctrinal Study’.  Both the single true Biblical meaning of a Bible word and the true doctrines will be the same across the Bible.  More details on these two types of study are given below.
e. Our procedure, from Isaiah 28, continues with “line upon line”.  This is talking about what is literally written within the context of any place in the Bible.  We already saw the meaning of the word “upon”.  However, the important part of this point is that the original language meaning of the word “line” is: ‘a measuring line’.
i. God said that he would preserve His “word” (‘the message of the entire Bible’), His “every word” (‘we must use the Bible definitions for Bible words’), and “every jot and tittle” (‘punctuation marks’).
ii. The preserved “every word” is combined into phrases (or sentences) with phrases and sentences combined with ‘punctuation marks’ (“every jot and tittle”).  The ‘punctuation marks’ each have a unique detailed function but all are used to control the meaning of the written language with a single sentence being the expression of a single thought and a partial sentence, taken out of context from the rest of the sentence, is a partial truth full lie.
iii. God had His “word” written in sentences and paragraphs.  John completed Revelation about 100 AD and God finished His Bible at that time with three promises (beginning, middle and end of Bible) to curse anyone who added to His “word”.  Men started chopping God’s “word” into verses starting in 200 AD and the current verse format is the third attempt.  (God, Who does not change, did not make all of these changes.)
iv. As we see with Parables, below, God left His word to cause the lost to believe error while the saved, with the help of God’s holy “Spirit”, can find the truth.  The truth is that we are to be “rightly dividing the word of truth” (2Timothy 2:15) and using the verse format is wrong and leads to doctrinal error.  (This is proven in my lessons on Hermeneutics which have this book / course as a prerequisite.)
f. One thing which is often overlooked is the Biblical meaning of words.  For example, there is a lot of doctrinal argument about “baptism” and most of the arguments are based upon a non-Biblical definition of this word.  As of this writing, ljc1611kjv.com has 1589 Word Studies which provide the Bible definitions of Bible words.
i. In some cases, the common usage definitions add to the Bible definition.  In some cases, the common usage definitions subtract from the Bible definition.  In some cases, the common usage definitions replace to the Bible definition.  In every case where the common usage definition differs from the Bible definition, doctrinal error results.  Ask any honest lawyer if he can file a suit for fraud using the common usage definition of the word ‘fraud’.  Like with all other “book of the law”, the legal definition will be used by court.
ii. The words “ye”, “thy”, “thee”, “thine”, and “thou” are all used to tell us about our personal relationship with God.  The world tries to lead us into doctrinal error by removing the personal aspect of these words and denying our personal relationship with Jesus Christ.  Everyone would have a better understanding of their Bible if they stuck the word ‘personal’ into every place where they see these words because that is the meaning which we have been taught to remove.
iii. Words like “and”, “but”, “if”, “for”, “now”, and similar words, are words which people are taught to read over without thinking about them.  However, these words are critical to finding the true meaning of a Bible passage and they can actually be more important than the words which we normally pay more attention to.
g. Our procedure, from Isaiah 28, tells us that God uses the sentence format to “teach knowledge and…make to understand doctrine”.  Using the verse format is wrong and leads to doctrinal error and is using man’s way which is not God’s way (Isaiah 55:8).
h. As the true saying goes, there is one interpretation and many applications.  Our procedure, from Isaiah 28, does make the distinction by adding other human languages (“tongues”) and symbolism (“stammering lips”) part of what is to be used to understand what is said within the context of a section of the Bible.  However, those methods are not to be used to render the single interpretation.  Many good and godly people have ended up teaching what they found in one place of the Bible, using these methods, as a doctrinal truth that applies to the entire Bible.  These errors are very seductive and we need to be extra careful of them because they are usually preached by people that we admire.
i. Related to the prior point is the study of doctrines.  The word “doctrine” means: ‘teachings’.  There are certain truths which are taught by the true Bible.  The basic truth is the same everywhere it is taught but it is also taught as it applies to different context and we need to study these truths, and how they are applied, by studying every place where the truth is found in the Bible.  For example, the Bible tells us “God is love” (1John 4:8, 16).  Now, many people get led into the same doctrinal error that the church of Corinth was led into and believe that true Biblical “love” means that we tolerate anything and everything from anyone and everyone.  However, Romans 9:13 tells us: “As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated.”  Also, Galatians 1:9 says: “As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed.”  Now, many people have a hard time matching this type of behavior with “love” because they have been taught error about true “love”.  Part of the true doctrine of “love” is that true “love” protects those who are “loved” from harm.  Esau, and those people who “preach any other gospel”, taught a way of life which would bring the condemnation of God upon a person.  Thus, doctrines need to be studied every place that they are presented in the Bible in order to understand the basic truth and the many applications of that truth as presented in the “word of God”.
j. There is a lot more to this procedure but that is a separate class.  The above is sufficient for now.


7. [bookmark: _Toc40871283]Prayer:
[bookmark: _Toc40871284]Prayer is how we get God’s help in our study.  We already saw 1Corinthians 2:14, which says: “But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.”  Unless we truly get God’s holy “Spirit” involved in our study, we will end up using the methods of “the natural man” and end up with doctrinal error.  There are several Messages, on ljc1611kjv.com, which deal with this subject and many good books available which deal with this subject better than I do.  I only have this section in this book to tell the reader that prayer is critical before any attempt to study the “word of God”.
a. Start every day with prayer.
b. Ask God for help on everything, especially studies.  
c. Recognize personal inadequacies.
d. Always pray and ask for God’s discernment while reading and studying the “word of God” (1Corinthians 2:14).




