How Wisdom Builds a Ministry
Proverbs 9

1. Proverbs 9:1-3: Preparation for the Ministry
a. Wisdom hath builded her house
· A wise person knows what God’s plan for their life is and they do whatever is required to prepare to accomplish God’s plan for their life
b. she hath hewn out her seven pillars
· worship
· Service
· Loving others
· Providing for others
· Soul winning
· Crying aloud the message from God and not a religious message
· Warning of God’s judgment upon the foolish
c. She hath killed her beasts
· This is symbolic of worship.  Paying the price in this world to truly worship God
d. she hath mingled her wine
· Speaks of wine and water which is spiritual leading of the Holy Ghost mingled with service to God in this world.  God’s Holy Ghost must lead all true service to God.
e. she hath also furnished her table
· This is serving others.  Giving to them what God has provided.  True ministry is service.
f. She hath sent forth her maidens
· This is soul winning.
g. she crieth upon the highest places of the city
· This is making sure that God’s message is heard by all.  

2. Proverbs 9:4-9 Message of the Ministry
a. Whoso is simple, let him turn in hither
· This is reaching those who are willing to listen.  Avoid fools who claim to be experts on doctrines from devils.
b. as for him that wanteth understanding, she saith to him, Come
· Provide further teaching to the saved so that they can continue it to the next generation.
c. eat of my bread
· Teach people to follow the example of Jesus for how to live in the flesh and this world
d. and drink of the wine which I have mingled
· Teach others to understand and obey directions from God’s Holy Ghost.
e. Forsake the foolish, and live
· Teach them how to identify foolish thinking and warn them of the consequences for following a foolish way.
f. and go in the way of understanding
· Teach them how to get understanding from the word of God and teach them to obey it so that they can receive the promises of God.

3. Proverbs 9:7-12 Results of the Ministry
a. He that reproveth a scorner getteth to himself shame
· Avoid scorners and refuse to respond to them
b. and he that rebuketh a wicked man getteth himself a blot
· Avoid wicked men and concentrate on the godly
c. Reprove not a scorner, lest he hate thee
· The results of dealing with a scorner
d. rebuke a wise man, and he will love thee
· The results of dealing with a wise man
e. Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be yet wiser
· More results of dealing with a wise man
f. teach a just man, and he will increase in learning
· The results of dealing with a just man 
g. The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom
· The results of the true “fear of the Lord”.
h. and the knowledge of the holy is understanding
· The results of the true “knowledge of the holy”. 
i. For by me thy days shall be multiplied, and the years of thy life shall be increased
· True godly wisdom increases length of physical life.
j. If thou be wise, thou shalt be wise for thyself.
· Apply true wisdom to your own life and don’t worry about people who recuse it.
k. but if thou scornest, thou alone shalt bear it
· Be warned of the results of foolishness.

4. Proverbs 9:13-18 Warning of the Ministry
a. A foolish woman is clamorous
· This is a loud person who is also starts arguments
b. she is  simple, and knoweth nothing
· Such a person refuses wisdom and it is a waste of time to talk to them.
c. [bookmark: C9V15]For she sitteth at the door of her house, on a seat in the high places of the city
· Such are lazy but want to be honored as leaders in society.
d. To call passengers who go right on their ways:
· Such are offering popular opinion so that they get support from strangers.
e. Whoso is simple, let him turn in hither
·  Such do not explain the basis of their claims but just say: “believe me”.
f. and as for him that wanteth understanding, she saith to him,
· Such give wrong explanations to people who demand explanations
g. Stolen waters are sweet, and bread eaten in secret is pleasant
· Such justify sin and claim it is pleasant as long as others do not know of your sin
h. But he knoweth not that the dead are there
· The fools who listen to such do not realize the final physical results of such error.
i. and that her guests are in the depths of hell
· The fools who listen to such do not realize the final spiritual results of such error. 



