How Will You Serve?
Matthew 20:1-16
1. Two types of laborers.
a. Work for promised reward – Mat 20:1
b. Work for trust of lord – Mat 20:3-4, 5, 7

2. Errors made
a. Assumed reward not promised - Mat 20:10
b. Murmured Mat - 20:11-12
c. They compared themselves to others instead of comparing self to Jesus – 2Corinthians 10:12
d. Used wrong method to judge right - Mat 20:13

3. Righteous judgment made
a. Promise made was “whatsoever is right I will give you” – Mat 20:3-4, 5, 7
i. He could have paid them little and be legal.
ii. He honored their trust in his character and paid them more.
b. He kept his promise to those who worked for a promise – Mat 20:1, 13
c. He chose to reward trust in his character – Mat 20:4
d. He stated a universal principal of law – Mat 20:15

4. The spiritual lesson: Mat 20:16 – “So the last shall be first, and the first last: for many be called, but few chosen”.
a. Those people who work for promises will have a lower position in Heaven than those who work for God’s character (“and the first last”).
i. We are to live / work by faith (Romans 1:17; Galatians 2:20; Galatians 3:11; Hebrews 10:38; James 2:20-26)
ii. That means we are to find to promise of God, keep on doing what God requires us to do in order to receive the promise and keep believing that God will keep His promise in His time and His way.
b. People who go beyond faith and continue to serve God because they love Him will be first in Heaven (“So the last shall be first”).
i. Only the “faithful and chosen” will return to rule and reign with Christ (Revelation 17:14).  Other saved will not be allowed.
ii. Only the saved who let Jesus Christ work through their life and receive His righteousness will be part of the “bride of Christ” (Revelation 19:8).  If we obey in our own ability then he can not change us.  If we let Him work through us as we obey, then He will change our heart attitudes
c. The greatest reward is from serving God because you love Him (“for many be called, but few chosen”).
i. Galatians 5:6 says: “For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision; but faith which worketh by love.”  Positions in this world don’t matter.
ii. While you obey God in faith, consider what He is teaching you by requiring you to do what God requires.  God does not need us to work for Him.  God requires us to do certain things in order to teach us certain character traits.  We receive the promise when God sees the character trait in us.
iii. God is a Father to us.  A father loves his children by teaching the child how to do things and what type of person to be.
iv. When we obey because we understand, appreciate and love God for what He is doing in our life, we receive greater rewards than if we obey simply because we were ordered to do something.
God’s main concern is our heart’s attitude.  You choose the attitude that you have as you serve God in the future.


