Error Taught About Outer Darkness

The “word of God” makes a distinction between adults, children and newborn babes when it comes to judgment.  Children and newborn babes are not judged like adults by God and certainly are not punished like adults are when adults are punished by God.

If a child dies before they reach the “age of accountability” goes to Heaven.  God “winks” (Acts 17:30) a their sin because they did not know that they were sinning.  They are spiritual infants in Heaven.  Likewise, someone who just received spiritual salvation is a spiritual newborn babe.  It does not matter what their physical age is.  If they die immediately after that, they are put into a Heavenly nursery and kept there.  They are not allowed to go out and do adult things.  They are not given their own mansion.  They are not allowed to have the rewards of spiritual adults.

The error, which many students claim to have been taught, is that “outer darkness” is applied to spiritual children and spiritual newborn babes.  That is a lie from Satan.  Every time that you see the phrase of “outer darkness”, it is being applies to spiritual adults who are in Heaven and receiving judgment by God as adults.

In every verse where we find the phrase of “outer darkness”:
The context makes it part of “the kingdom of Heaven”.  No one goes to Hell after getting into Heaven.  That lie denies everlasting salvation.  Since people are put into “outer darkness” after getting into Heaven and are judged by God as spiritual adults, “outer darkness” must be in Heaven.
In addition, since Jesus made a distinction between adults and “little children”, “little children” are not judged as adults.  They are not sent to “outer darkness”.
The context makes it the result of judgment by God and that judgment is applied to adults, not newborn babes nor children.
The context clearly says: “there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth”.  This is punishment in Heaven and God does not “And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes” (Revelation 21:4) until after the “great white throne” judgment when only the saved in Heaven are there to get tears wiped away.
If the claim that “outer darkness” is speaking of Hell then it is calling the doctrine of “everlasting salvation” a lie and is calling Jesus a liar.  In every case where someone is sent to “outer darkness”, they first went to Heaven and were judged by God.  If we can be sent to Hell after dying and reaching Heaven, then we have NO assurance of “everlasting salvation”.  Any doctrine which says that “the word of God” lied to us and that Jesus is a liar is from a devil.

According to dictionaries which are published on the web:
The word “but” is defined as: “a conjunction. It is used to introduce a phrase or clause contrasting with what has already been mentioned”.  The conjunction but means “on the contrary” and is used to indicate contrast or opposition between elements in a sentence.  You cannot deny that there is a relationship between what comes before the word “but” and what comes after it.  People might argue about what is being contrasted but to claim that there is no contrast and no relationship is to deny the simple definition of the word “but”.
A doctrine which demands that we deny the basic definition of such a commonly used word is a wrong doctrine.

Next, the claim that a phrase has a meaning which is contrary to the basic meaning of the words in the phrase is foolishness.
Some people believe the wrong definition of the word “outer” because the true definition would prove their doctrine wrong.  When a suffix of 'er' is added to a word, it means 'more'.  Therefore, “wider” means 'more wide'.  “Higher” means 'more high'.  “Longer”  means 'more long'.  “Weightier” means 'more weight'.  And, as a result, “outer”  means 'more out', which can also be expressed as 'further from the center'.  Something that is not in the building is said to be “outside”,  not “outer”.  Something that is in the “outer” part of a group is still part of the group.  The word “outer” has a different meaning than the word “outside”.  And, people who are in the “outer” part of Heaven are still in Heaven.  They are not “outside” in Hell or some other place.
Next, we need to deal with the word “darkness”.  If you are in a room after sunset and the room is lit by candles, you are in relative “darkness” when compared to day “light” but you are not in absolute “darkness”.  “Light” is used in the Bible, symbolically, for 'spiritual understanding from God'.  Darkness  is used in the Bible, symbolically, for 'natural reasoning from this world and from our flesh and for doctrine of devils' (1Timothy 4:1).  When the Bible uses a word symbolically for a spiritual truth, it does not go against the physical characteristic of the word but choses a word whose characteristics match the spiritual attribute that it will represent.  Now, if you check the science of Physics, you will find that light has an energy wave and physical particles.  When the particles have to spread across a larger area, there are less particles per area and, as a result, less “light” for a given area such as your eye.  Thus, if you are in a large area, such as outside at night, and there is a single source of “light”, the further you are from the source the less “light” you see from the source and the closer you are the more “light” you see from the source.  Thus, people who are farther from the source are in relative darkness.  People claim that no where in Heaven is it possible to have less than full and complete light.  That is like saying that everyone is in the full darkness of the grave or they are in the full light of high noon on the equator with no clouds in the air.  Symbolically, that is claiming that people go from the darkness of being lost to the full understanding of all spiritual truth and that there is no time of partial truth.  That is a claim that the “word of God” lies when it says that there is a “mystery” which God used Paul to reveal.  It denies the doctrine of ‘Progressive Revelation’ and demands that we accept that God revealed all of His word at the same time.
Yes, we must accept truths which our natural reasoning can not explain.  That is called ‘living by faith”.
With those truths in mind, we can now look at what our Bible says about outer darkness.

Matthew 8:12 “But the children of the kingdom shall be cast out into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
The context of this is a Gentile man displayed great faith while the Jews refused to display the same level of faith.  
A newborn baby can not display great faith in God.  They trust their mother to feed them, clothe them, clean them and do everything for them.  The same is true for little children.
The chapter started by telling about an leper going to Jesus for healing.  Since he was on his own, he was not a newborn babe nor a little child.
Next, our chapter tells us about a Gentile sending to Jesus to get his servant healed.  Servants are not newborn babes not little children but are at least older teens or adults.
In the verse before this, Jesus said: “And I say unto you, That many shall come from the east and west, and shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 8:11).  Newborn babes and little children do not travel on their own.  Nor are they allowed to sit at a table with adults who are deciding how to rule a kingdom.
Matthew 8:11 says: “in the kingdom of heaven”.  That is the “kingdom” which Jesus is talking about in Matthew 8:12.  This is by the rules of context.
The “word of God” calls adults “the children of the kingdom”, especially when it is talking about “sitting down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob”.

Matthew 22:13 “Then said the king to the servants, Bind him hand and foot, and take him away, and cast him into outer darkness; there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
The context says: “And Jesus answered and spake unto them again by parables, and said, The kingdom of heaven is like unto a certain king, which made a marriage for his son” (Matthew 22:1-2).
· Matthew 22:13 is still part of the parable.  Therefore, it is still talking about “the kingdom of heaven”.
· Our Chapter starts with the phrase: “And Jesus answered and spake unto them again by parables”.  This means it is added to the end of the prior chapter where we read that Jesus was talking to “the chief priests and Pharisees” and that “had heard his parables, they perceived that he spake of them”.  Therefore, this parable is said against people who believed that they were spiritual adults and would be rewarded when they were judged by God.  They believed the lie of their religious traditions and rejected the truth from “the Word of God”, who was Jesus.
· Likewise, this parable applies to everyone who claims salvation while refusing to let “the Word of God” to correct their doctrinal error from religious traditions.
Next, Matthew 22:2 says: “The kingdom of heaven is like unto a certain king, which made a marriage for his son”.  The spiritual symbolic meaning is that this parable is speaking about “the marriage supper of the Lamb” given by God the Father in Heaven.
The parable tells us about the people who were invited to the “marriage for his son” and refused to come.  The spiritual symbolic meaning is that the Jewish religious leaders, and their followers, refused to come because they put their doctrinal error above the truth from “the Word of God”.  Realize that this parable was given by Jesus as he taught in the Temple before the Jewish religious leaders had Him taken to be crucified.  Therefore, we see their refusal of salvation, and of going to the “the marriage supper of the Lamb” when they had Jesus crucified.  Part of this parable is a prophecy against that the Jewish religious leaders would do and how God would react to their error.
Next, the parable tells us that the king instructed his servants to “Go ye therefore into the highways, and as many as ye shall find, bid to the marriage” (Matthew 22:9).  The spiritual symbolic meaning is God offering salvation to Gentiles.
Next, Matthew 22:11 says: “And when the king came in to see the guests, he saw there a man which had not on a wedding garment”.  Since this parable is about “the kingdom of heaven”, and “the marriage supper of the Lamb”, this man was in Heaven.
Next, Matthew 22:12 says: “And he saith unto him, Friend, how camest thou in hither not having a wedding garment? And he was speechless”.  The spiritual symbolic meaning of this phrase is that God questions, and then judges, the person who is in Heaven but does not have on “a wedding garment”.  Revelation 19:8 says: “And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints”.  But, we have no “righteousness” of our own.  When we let Jesus work through our life, then He puts His “righteousness” on our heavenly record (Romans 4:13, Galatians 3:6, James 2:23).  Therefore, even though this man was saved and in Heaven, he never did what was required in order to have “righteousness” added to his own Heavenly record.  He had no right to attend  “the marriage supper of the Lamb”.
Next, Matthew 22:13 says: “Then said the king to the servants, Bind him hand and foot, and take him away, and cast him into outer darkness; there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth”.  Children and newborn babies do not go to a marriage on their own.  This man represented an adult in Heaven who was judged by God for not allowing Jesus the work through his life and, thereby, give him spiritual “righteousness”.
Next, Matthew 22:14 says: “For many are called, but few are chosen”.  All saved are “called” to serve but only those who actually serve in God’ kingdom are “chosen” to receive “righteousness”.


Matthew 25:30 “And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
The context is that this is part of the parable about the talents.
The parallel parable, which teaches the same doctrine, is in Luke and is the parable of the Pounds.
In the parable, the lord represents Jesus.  The servants represent saved people.
The man who received five talents doubled his talents.  The man who received two talents also doubled his talents.  However, the man who received one talent buried his talent in the earth and did not return a profit.
The two men who returned a prophet were told:	“Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord”.
The man who buried his talent in the earth and did not return a profit was told: “Thou wicked and slothful servant” and “Take therefore the talent from him, and give it unto him which hath ten talents” and “And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth”.
Notice that he first suffered loss then punishment was added to the loss.
When Satan tempted Jesus, he quoted scripture but left out part so that he could pervert the message from God.  Likewise, people who quote “suffer loss” while refusing to add in the punishment are using the way of Satan to pervert God’s message.
Jesus told Peter “get thee behind me Satan” when he tried to correct the “Word of God” based upon religious traditions.  If we do not act like Jesus, we are disobeying God’s command.  If we do not rebuke anyone who preaches people “suffering loss” and denying the additional punishment, we not only are using the methods of Satan but we are also refusing God’s commandment to act like Jesus.

John 14:2 is the only place where we find the word “mansions” in the Bible.  John 14:3 says: “And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also”.
· How many of you have bed space in the dorms?  You have “a place” to sleep.
· This verse starts with the word “and”, which means it is adding to what the prior sentence says.  Thus, it is speaking about a different thing.
· Notice that Jesus only prepares “a place”.  We are not promised “a mansion”.  Yes, there are “many mansions”, but there are uncounted numbers of people in Heaven.  Therefore, there are not enough “mansions” for everyone to have one.
· The people who hear “Well done, good and faithful servant” probably will receive “a mansion”.  However, no one who is sent to “outer darkness”, as punishment in Heaven, should expect to receive “a mansion”.  Remember that the “unprofitable servant” lost everything and then had punishment added to his loss.

Remember that I already showed you that the doctrine of “no tears in Heaven” is a lie.
· There are “no tears in the SECOND Heaven”, but that is not until after the “great white throne judgment” and after God wipes tears from every eye of saved people in Heaven.
· God can not wipe away tears if they do not exist.
· I showed you scripture which will be one source of tears for the people in “outer darkness”.  And, that source will cause tears on average of more than twice a week and for more than 1,000 years.

God does not change (Malachi 3:6; Hebrews 13:8).  All throughout the Bible God promises rewards for obedience and punishment for disobedience.  For there to not be punishment at the “judgment seat of Christ” the “word of God” would have to lie about God not changing.

