Disciple

We find forms of the word “disciple” occurring 274 times in 257 verses of the Bible and 82 times in 75 verses of this Gospel.  With the exception of one reference to Isaiah, all occurrences are in the Gospels and the book of Acts.
Webster's 1828 dictionary defines this word as: '1. A learner; a scholar; one who receives or professes to receive instruction from another; as the disciples of Plato.  2. A follower; an adherent to the doctrines of another. Hence the constant attendants of Christ were called his disciples; and hence all Christians are called to be his disciples, as they profess to learn and receive his doctrines and precepts’.
1. A “disciple” must have a disciplined life related to the thing he is a “disciple” of.  A “disciple” of “Jesus Christ” must be disciplined in their relationship to “Jesus Christ”.
a.  A true “disciple” must be disciplined by his own conscience when he fails in his “disciplined” life.
i. If a true “disciple” must have a regular time to pray and study their Bible and that time should be first thing in the morning so that God can give them directions for the day.
ii. If a true “disciple” does not start his day with prayer and Bible study then his conscience will bother him throughout the day.  His conscience should remind him that he did not ask for God’s help every time that he messes up throughout the day.
iii. If a true “disciple” does not apply what the Holy Spirit shows him in his morning Bible study, then his conscience will bother him about what he failed to learn in the morning Bible Study.
iv. If a true “disciple” must have a regular time at the end of the day to review his day and thank God for every help that God gave him that day.  Probably one of the most important attitudes to have is an ‘attitude of gratitude’.  Saying ‘Thank You’ 
2. A “disciple” must be ‘A learner; a scholar’ of the thing he is a “disciple” of.  A true “disciple” of “Jesus Christ” must learn His character.
a. John 5:39 says: “Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me.”  We are not supposed to learn the Bible so that we can argue doctrine but so that we can learn the character of Jesus Christ.
b. The Bible warns that people will preach another god, another lord, another Jesus and another Christ.  The only way to separate truth from error is to know the character of your God that your spirit tells you when someone is preaching error.
c. Acts 18:26 says: “And he began to speak boldly in the synagogue: whom when Aquila and Priscilla had heard, they took him unto them, and expounded unto him the way of God more perfectly.”  These regular church members were able to correct the doctrine of a world traveling famous evangelist.  God wants all of His people to mature to that level.
d. 2Timothy 2:15 says: “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth”.  If God determines that we “needeth to be ashamed”, then He will make sure that we experience that.
e. If we do not “Study to shew thyself approved unto God” then we will not hear, at the judgment seat of Christ, “Well done, thou good and faithful servant”.  We will hear: “Thou wicked and slothful servant”.
3. A “disciple” must become capable of making others into true “disciple”.
a. He needs a regular and disciplined prayer life to seek God’s working in his life and in the lives of others that God gives him to care for.
b. He needs a plan for training others.  And, as he learns what works and what does not work, he needs to refine his way of dealing with others.  When Paul was first saved, he was run out of two cities because of how much he offended the Jews with the way that he presented the Gospel.  After his training by “Jesus Christ”, his teaching was accepted at Antioch.  His message still offended the religious people who believed doctrinal error and worshipped devils.  But it was the message, and not how he presented it, which caused offense.
c. 2Corinthians 9:10 says: “Now he that ministereth seed to the sower both minister bread for your food, and multiply your seed sown, and increase the fruits of your righteousness”.
i. The phrase: “he that ministereth seed to the sower” means: ‘the person who gives spiritual messages to the soul willer’.  
ii. The phrase: “both minister bread for your food” means: ‘he is giving them what they need to grow spiritually’.  
iii. The phrase: “multiply your seed sown” means: ‘this person will received multiplied rewards in heaven since God will give their account rewards as the people that they train use the lessons given’.  
iv. The phrase: “increase the fruits of your righteousness” means: ‘The new disciple will have more “righteousness” in their life and, as a result, will have greater heavenly rewards’.  We show people God’s love by helping them to increase their own everlasting Heavenly rewards.
d. 2Corinthians 9:11 says: “Being enriched in every thing to all bountifulness, which causeth through us thanksgiving to God”.
i. The phrase: “Being enriched in every thing” means: ‘When we are making disciples and helping others to mature spiritually, God makes us “rich in every thing” that will last for eternity’.  
ii. The phrase: “to all bountifulness” means: ‘This is the result that God plans for making us “rich”  It is so that we can have overflowing blessings to give to others’.
iii. The phrase: “which causeth through us thanksgiving to God” means: ‘The end result is others thanking God for the blessings which he provides by working “through us”’.
e. John 10:10 says: “The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.”
i. Notice the word “and”.  It is the Mathematical function of addition and leaving out either side of an “and” changed the message from God.  He did not come here just to save people and get them into Heaven.
ii. We only receive the “more abundant life” by maturing spiritually and part of that maturing only happens when we train others.  If we are not spiritually maturing then we will not receive the “abundant” blessings which are only given by God after we fulfill His requirements to receive those blessings.
iii. “The thief” is the devil.  He brings you doctrines which are designed “to steal, and to kill, and to destroy”.  And, one of the mail ways that he does this is by convincing God’s people that they can have God’s promised blessings without fulfilling God’s requirements to receive those blessings.
iv. After people fail to receive the blessings, the devil convinces them that it is because God is not reliable and that it was not their own failure of fulfilling God’s requirements including waiting on God’s time to fulfill His promise.


