Are You Called to be a Phebe?
Romans 16:1-2 I commend unto you Phebe our sister, which is a servant of the church which is at Cenchrea: That ye receive her in the Lord, as becometh saints, and that ye assist her in whatsoever business she hath need of you: for she hath been a succourer of many, and of myself also.

A. Where is your Trust?
1. Are you trusting God for your needs or are you trusting money?
a. Our reference says that she was “a servant of the church which is at Cenchrea” and the rest of the sentence makes it clear that her job in the church was to earn money and support the preachers.
b. In order to be “a servant of the church”, she had to spend at least ½ of her work effort working for the church.  That means that she had to give at least ½ of her income to the church.
c. Phebe could not give at least 50% of her income unless she truly trusted God.  Business income is not consistent.  At that time, she had to be single in order to keep her business in her own name.  If married, she would be required to give her husband control of her business.  Therefore, she had no one to get her out of trouble but God.  In that situation, most people save a reserve of money to get them out of trouble.  But, if she did that she would not have been able to give at least 50% to the Lord’s work.  No business is so profitable that the owners can do that and also save a reserve.
d. Jesus told the rich young ruler to sell everything that he had, give it to the poor and follow Jesus (Matthew 19, Mark 10, Luke 12).  I did this and Filipinos are witnesses that I have all that I need.  I only have Social Security for my income and the Philippines also has Social Security.  So, Filipinos should understand living on it.  Yet, I give 70% to missions.  This is only possible because I trust God for my needs.
e. We all know that the rich young ruler refused to trust God and obey.  I trusted God and obeyed.  He walked away lost.  God provides all that I need.
2. Are you trusting God for where you live your life and for where you go or are you trusting self?
a. Abraham left family and home to follow God.
b. God commanded to go into all of the world
c. English teachers in Thailand have better life-style than they had in Philippines.
d. Need at lease 7 people to go to Brunei.

B. Where is your Faith?
1. Joseph saved God’s people by faith
2. Noah built by faith
3. David faced Goliath by Faith
4. Jesus went to Hell by faith

C. Where is your Obedience?
1. Lay up treasure in heaven
2. Hebrews 7:4-8 tells us that the patriarch Abraham gave the tenth of the spoils to the representative of God.  They were lost people when they tithed but they tithed because of God’s protection.  If you don’t tithe and give offerings, you are rejecting the protection from God.  This is like the true interpretation of 1Peter 3:20-21 where we are saved physically by baptism.  Obedience to God brings physical and financial protection.
3. Luke 12:31: “But rather seek ye the kingdom of God; and all these things shall be added unto you.”
4. Hebrews 4 teaches about God’s “rest”.  This is not laying down but stopping worrying about physical needs because you trust God to provide them while you work for God’s kingdom.

D. Where is your Evidence?
1. Parables of Pounds and Talents show that only saved people who bring God a profit are made rulers (Luke 19; Matthew 25).
2. Only faithful and chosen return with Christ (Revelation 17:14).
3. Only those who let Christ make them righteous will be bride (Revelation 19:18).


